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Ongoing Reflection Throughout

Data Processes

Year 10 subject selection - Subject Selection Evening (Term 3)

- Analysis of half yearly reports and Academic 

Services test results (DAP)

- Careers assessments

Year 11 half yearly reports - Parent-Student-Teacher Evening (subject goals)

Year 11 yearly reports - Applications to change program (Term 4) & Analysis 

of yearly reports (DAP)

- Goal setting for Year 12 (Academic Mentors)

Year 12 half yearly reports - Parent-Student-Teacher evening (subject goals)

- Goal setting for Year 12 + ATAR aims &  Analysis of 

half yearly reports (DAP)

Year 12 yearly reports - Heads of Department and DAP meet to go through 

Trial HSC results and identify any interventions 

needed. 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 <Insert title in Footer>

10 11 12 HSC and Beyond



Hills Grammar

A Learning Partnership with Teachers
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Video Extract: Rose talks 

about how she made the 

most of her teacher’s 

willingness to help, and 

how she kept asking 

questions. 
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Year 11 IS Important

1. “Preliminary” for a reason: “something that 
precedes or is introductory or preparatory” …

Year 11: the training ground for HSC success. Put in 
the ‘hard yards’ now to be ready!

2. Marks don’t count (in the HSC), but …

Skills, understanding and habits of mind do!

3. The Record of School Achievement will include an 
A-E Grade for Preliminary HSC Courses and this will 
appear on HSC Transcript. 

4. School Recommendation Schemes (SRS) for 
some universities include Year 11 results. 
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Feedback IS Important

Don’t panic: Year Eleven half yearly exams 

are a big step up – learn from them.

Feedback from exams, Reports and teachers 

is valuable. Make sure you ACT on it.

Seek out further feedback as you need to. 

Work on the quality of your own self-

assessment and self-reflection, too. 
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Course Decisions ARE Important

But not now! HSC scaling system is complex, 
so …

Decisions on dropping and/or adding 
Extension courses can have a BIG 
influence on final HSC results. Careful 
analysis after yearly examinations. 

Do not make any decisions (even “unofficial” 
ones) until Year 11 is over. 

Keep going with the academic program!
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Top 100 Versus ATAR (2014-2016)
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Median ATAR

73.10

75.65

81.30

The personalised learning approach taken to subject selection and guidance at 

Hills Grammar emphasises maximising individual ATAR potential over the 

drive towards an overall school ‘Top 100’ ranking. The Sydney Morning Herald

Top 100 is determined the number of Band 6 results divided by the number of 

HSC results, expressed as a percentage. If we focus too much on this, we might 

inadvertently discourage students from attempting harder HSC courses where 

they may not get above 90 percent, but they do gain a real benefit in their ATAR. 

Keeping this in mind, while the School was well placed in the Top 100 in 2014 

and 2016 and this is a great achievement, even more telling is the 

improvement in the median ATAR over the three years, moving from 73.1 in 

2014, to 75.65 in 2015, to 81.3 in 2016. We have seen a corresponding 

increasing percentage of students doing more than the minimal 10 units 

required by NESA, as well as a steady increase in the percentage of students 

taking extension courses. This is a sign of intellectual ambition that has paid off 

where it counts, in improving ATARs. 

Year – Top 100

2014 (78)

2015

2016 (71)



Hills Grammar

Study Patterns

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 Friday Forum # 1 2015 – School Uniform Review >

Number of 

Units (HSC)

2014 2015 2016

10  49 (63.6%) 46 (53.5%) 32 (41.6%)

11  19 (24.7%) 16 (18.6%) 24 (31.6%)

12+ 9   (11.7%) 24 (27.9%) 21 (27.3%)

Included 

Extension

33 (42.3%) 39 (45.9%) 39 (50.6%)

2017 (May)

32 (35.6%)

21 (23.3%)

32 (35.6%)

45 (50%)

11 Ext. English 

2017

11 Ext. Maths 

2017

38 students 41 students
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Small Pain, Big Gains … 

The following slides are taken from the UAC ‘Report on 

the Scaling of the NSW Higher School Certificate’ 

and provide some examples of where effort 

can be rewarded with considerable gains 

regardless of subject choices. 

Even though there are some plusses to taking 

extension courses, students can gain ATARs 

above 90 with or without extension courses –

it’s all about achievement within courses. 
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Moving from Low Band 4 to Low Band 5 in (quite challenging) subjects

Marks gained in BOS marks can make a big difference to 

ATAR … Here Fred scored 70 in each subject, Laura 80. 
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Complexity: Strength of Competition within subjects makes a 

difference 

Some unpredictability per student. Hence taking more than 10 

units may assist you to gain a higher ATAR. 
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Some Important 

Dates in the Journey 

Ahead           

1. 22 June – tomorrow!

2. 11 September – Yearly Exams begin

11 October – HSC courses begin

[October 2018 – HSC exams begin]

GANDALF: End? No, the journey doesn't end here. 
The HSC is just another path, one that we all must 
take. The grey rain-curtain of this world rolls back, and 
all turns to silver glass, and then you see it.



Hills Grammar

Q & A [Time Permitting]

Over to you!
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Appendix: Reminders about HSC Marks 

and the ATAR [Mostly from Year 10 

Presentation] 
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A Sporting Analogy 

HSC Results – Score for 

a Game

ATAR is the rank, after 

the calculations which 

compare all the results 

from the games! 
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Choosing HSC courses

(Advice from UAC)
Course choices for Year Eleven should be 

based on:

– What you are good at

– What you are interested in

– What you think you might want to do when you leave 

school
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Myth-busting

1. Choose hard courses – they will “scale up”. 
False. With one or two exceptions, all courses 

“scale down” when translated to an ATAR. 

Good performance in whatever course you 

choose really matters the most. 

2. Don’t choose a VET course – you won’t get 

a good ATAR. False – it is possible to get a 

good ATAR with any course.

3. Choose courses with high percentages of 

students in Band 6. False – the ATAR is based 

on the actual raw marks you get, 

and not the HSC mark distributions.
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Consider an Extension Course

Analysis of past THGS HSC results reveals 

an average ATAR advantage of 4 – 6 

points for students with a strength in 

English and/or Mathematics who take at 

least one Extension unit. 

Extension courses additionally available in 

Year 12 include: History; Languages; 

Music; Extension 2 English and Maths.
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Some BOS Requirements

At least 2 units of English 

At least 12 units of study in Year 11

At least 10 units of study in Year 12

ATAR calculated from best 10 units (including 
2 units of English)

At least 8 units of Category A subjects 
required (for ATAR)

Category B subjects at THGS in 2015
Hospitality (VET)

At least four subjects in HSC
EG NOT 4 units of Maths, 4 units of English and 

2 units of Science] 
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Some Additional School Requirements

Study 12 -13 units of study in Year 11

Wherever possible, study 11-13 units in Year 12 
since ATAR calculated from best 10 units 
(including any 2 units of English)

Subject changes are approved by Director of 
Academic Programs; students, teachers and 
parents are involved in process. 
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NESA (Board of Studies) HSC Marks

Provide information about how well students have 

achieved in each of the courses they completed

Are made up of two components:

– Examination mark (based on individual HSC 

exam performance)

– Assessment mark (based on performance in 

School assessment throughout Year 12)

Are Standards-Based – quite a complex process but 

essentially based on criteria marking and 

Standards decided by Senior Markers comparing 

each cohort … 
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Example of Criteria Marking

“Band 6”
E

x
a
m

p
le

 C
ri
te

ri
a

“Band 5”

“Band 4”

“Band 3”
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NESA (Board of Studies) Processes
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Board of Studies: Aligning Marks 
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Examination Mark + Moderated School Assessment 

Aligned to Standards = HSC Mark! 
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HSC and ATAR –

HSC Marking and Reported Marks are 

Standards-Based; not Normative in 

Distribution 

To allow for marks from different courses to be 

compared, an ATAR for each course is 

calculated by the University Admissions 

Centre,      not the Board of Studies 

ATAR = Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

UAC = Universities Admissions Centre. 

ATARs are released by UAC
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From University Admissions Centre …
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ATAR Facts

Allows each student to be compared with students who have 

completed different combinations of courses In 2011, 27,535 

different enrolment patterns for ATAR eligible-students!

Calculates what your mark and rank would be if all courses were 

studied by all students Takes into account the “strength of 

competition” within each course

Based on ‘Raw Marks’ from BOS, not aligned marks. Average 

scaled mark used is 25/50. Median HSC Mark is between 70-

80 for most courses; middle ATAR is around 68-69

For students in the middle of the candidature, the ATAR will 

typically be lower than their average HSC mark. 
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Further information

How the HSC works – see 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/yourhsc/

HSC Online parents information – see 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/parents/#hsc

HSC Assessments and Submitted Works

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_assessment_polici

es/#parents

All about ATAR – see 

http://www.uac.edu.au/undergraduate/atar/

For the technically minded! 

http://www.uac.edu.au/undergraduate/atar/reports.shtml

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/yourhsc/
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/parents/
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_assessment_policies/
http://www.uac.edu.au/undergraduate/atar/
http://www.uac.edu.au/undergraduate/atar/reports.shtml
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Board of Studies Moderated Assessment Marks

S H T

A 92 92 92

B 77 72 75

C 74 80 77

D 59 60 60

E 57 50 54

F 50 55 53
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