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Introduction

As students move into Years 9 and 10, they enter a phase of education that liberates them to make some choices and to 
pursue in greater depth some of the courses which they have enjoyed and done well at. At the same time students will 
continue to develop their knowledge and skills in courses which are compulsory requirements for progression to Year 11. 
This Curriculum Handbook provides outlines of the mandatory and elective courses offered at Hills Grammar in Stage 5. 

When making elective course choices, students are encouraged to bear in mind their experiences from Years 7 and 8. For 
Years 9 and 10, students’ interests and abilities should be of prime consideration when making course choices. A broad, 
general and interesting choice of courses in which students feel confident will form the best basis for a rich and successful 
educational experience. Information and guidance provided by teachers will also assist students in their elective choices. 
Students should also consider the degree of intellectual challenge offered by subjects in finding the right balance between 
their immediate interests and longer term goals.

Very few HSC courses require that students study a prerequisite course in Years 9 and 10. For example, it is not necessary 
to have studied Commerce in Years 9 and 10 to be able to attempt Economics or Business Studies in Years 11 and 12. 
The only exceptions to this rule are the HSC Continuers Languages courses, where it is necessary to have studied the 
corresponding course in Years 9 and 10 before proceeding to HSC study. In order to successfully undertake Visual Arts and 
Music 2 at HSC level, it is also recommended (but not compulsory) that students select the corresponding elective courses 
in Years 9 and 10.

It is very important that students in Years 9 and 10 continue to develop sound study habits in both mandatory and elective 
courses. Commitment and enjoyment must go hand in hand for students to realise their full academic potential, and to 
prepare adequately for the rigours of HSC study.

In the following pages general information about the academic program in Stage 5 is provided, along with course outlines 
for courses we hope to offer in Year 9, 2017. Please note that a decision about which subjects will run may depend on the 
number of students who select individual courses and in some cases, further choices may needed.  

I trust that you find this Guide, as well as upcoming opportunities to discuss Stage 5 course selections with members of the 
teaching staff, useful in making those important decisions for next year.

In the meantime, I wish Year 8 and their parents/carers well as they think through the various options for Stage 5 electives!

Mr Geoff Gates

Director of Academic Programs, Pre-K to 12
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School Ethos

Vision
Extraordinary Education: a place 
of inspiration and innovation

Mission
Outstanding teaching within a 
unique learning environment: 
fostering each student’s potential 
for greatness

Graduate Aim
In partnership with our families, 
we enable our students to:
•  Become confident, resilient and 

responsible individuals
•  Develop a deep understanding  

across a range of academic 
disciplines

•  Think critically and creatively 
and embrace life-long learning

•  Embody the School’s 
humanitarian values of 
Respect, Integrity, Service and 
Excellence

•  Understand the importance of 
an international perspective 
and contribute positively in our 
local and the global community

•  Develop an appreciation of 
democratic society

•  Display a strong sense of 
environmental responsibility

Values Framework
Community life at Hills Grammar is 

supported by four core values which 
emphasise the development of a principled 

individual who has a strong sense 
of social justice.

Respect
Valuing ourselves and treating others 

with consideration and dignity, 
acknowledging and accepting our 

differences, and acting in a manner  
that is socially just.

Integrity
Acting in accordance with the principles 

of moral and ethical conduct, with 
sincerity and honesty, taking personal 

responsibility for all actions.

Service 

Recognising and responding with 
compassion to the needs of others.

Excellence
Striving to accomplish one’s best.
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Whole School Pedagogy: Dimensions of Excellence

Learning at Hills Grammar is a dynamic process which is at the heart and centre of all of our efforts. Students, teachers, 
parents, and indeed the organization as a whole constitute a learning community that continues to grow and change. This 
short article attempts to capture some of the rich thinking about the way we learn at Hills Grammar.

The Hills Grammar Learner Model Explained
Student Learning is at the centre of the Hills Grammar Learner Model. This learning is envisaged as being of the highest 
quality, focused on outcomes to maximize success for each student. Importantly, student learning is holistic in nature, 
as outlined in the School’s mission, and includes Scholarship (intellectual development & academic endeavour), Personal 
Development (physical, emotional, social & ethical) and Citizenship (leadership & service).

The next circle represents School Pedagogy (explained below), which includes the key components of Guided Inquiry, 
Learner-Centred Teaching, Assessment for Learning and Differentiation.

The three smaller circles symbolize the Core Programs of the School: Academic, Student Wellbeing and Co-curricular. These 
programs are supported by directorships which work closely together to Enable, Enrich and Extend student learning in its 
different but related manifestations.

The Hills Grammar Learner Model recognizes the importance of Professional Learning and Parent Learning. Investment in 
these areas increases the capacity of the teaching staff and parents to work together to support the delivery of high quality 
and innovative learning experiences, which in turn contributes to improved learning outcomes. The notion of Organisational 
Learning reflects contemporary thinking about the different ways in which the School reflects on its operational and 
strategic initiatives to continue to grow, improve and innovate.

The final ring of the Hills Grammar Learner Model indicates the clarity of purpose achieved by the inter-connection of the 
school’s Vision, Mission, Graduate Aims and Values. This indicates how the various activities and programs that make up the 
Leader in Learner strategy are aligned to optimize opportunities for learning and the achievement of learning outcomes.
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School Pedagogy
As a Pre K to 12 School, the articulation of whole school pedagogy is an important means to ensure a continuity of learning 
experience, as the child moves between the Early Learning Education Centre (ECEC), the Primary School and the Senior 
School. The School Pedagogy is based on four interrelated principles: Guided Inquiry, Learner-Centred, Assessment for 
Learning, and Differentiation. A constructivist approach to learning underlines these principles and aligns to the School 
Vision: the student is an active participant in the construction of meaning.

The Reggio Emilia Philosophy of the ECEC includes meaning-making through listening, relationships, the environment as a 
teacher, documentation, and the ‘100 languages of children’.

The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) similarly is based on a constructivist approach, which encourages the natural 
curiosity of children within a framework ‘that gives crucial support for them to be active inquirers and lifelong learners’. 
Following on from such educational theorists as Vygotsky, Bruner and Gardner, curriculum content is arranged in such a way 
as to ‘enable teachers to make connections between learners’ existing knowledge and their individual learning styles in the 
context of new experiences’ (Making the PYP Happen, pp.6-7).

The Harvard University Project Zero work on ‘Making Thinking Visible’ complements the constructivist pedagogy with its 
emphasis on connection making and teaching for understanding. Thinking routines, integrated into the teaching program, 
are scaffolds used to support student thinking, primarily through discussion but also through writing. They are ‘simple 
procedures, usually consisting of only a few steps [that] provide a framework for focusing attention on specific thinking 
moves that can help build understanding’ (Making Thinking Visible, p.45).

Our Senior School is organised in traditional faculties (English; Mathematics; Science; Human Society and Its Environment; 
Languages; Drama; Technology and Applied Studies; Personal Development, Health and Physical Education; Music, Visual 
Arts). Assisting the students to make connections between the subject areas is part of formal programs, such as the Term 
Four Enrichment Program, as well as Honours Programs: ‘Humanities’ (English, History and Latin) and Environmental Science 
(Science and Geography). Further, the ‘Guided Inquiry’ approach in School Pedagogy helps to provide a continuity of 
learning experiences.

Guided Inquiry indicates the role of the teacher in the development of student learning: the teacher facilitates learning 
organising the curriculum around key learning questions, through effective questioning in the classroom, and through 
scaffolding to assist students as they move through challenging learning activities. The constructivist approach to learning 
is Student-Centred in that learning builds on student background knowledge and curriculum is arranged to be flexible 
to respond to individual learning needs. Assessment for Learning indicates purpose. Tests and assessments are not ends 
in themselves; data is fed back into programming through reflection and goal-setting. Differentiation occurs within the 
classroom to ensure that students are challenged at the appropriate level to promote ongoing intellectual growth and 
development. In the Senior School, this principle is extended through the organisation of student groupings into distinct 
learning streams within core areas, each of which emphasise quality learning and assessment aligned to student aptitude 
and ability. This includes the provision of a distinct Honours Programs in Years 7 – 10 within the faculty areas of English, 
Mathematics, Science and HSIE.
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The Role of ICTs in Contemporary Learning
The integrated use of ICT to promotes students’ literacy in a variety of modes to meet the needs of the 21st century 
learner. ICTs represent a shift towards a more collaborative approach to learning, one that empowers students through 
engaging, shared learning activities and reflections utilising the interactive features of Web 2.0 technologies. In this way, the 
integration of ICTs into the curriculum support student learning and affirms the key principles of Whole School Pedagogy. 
Preparing our students for the future means not only giving them access to ICTs but using these ICTs in such a way as to 
promote critical thinking, adaptability, flexible and creative thinking.

Hills Grammar is a technologically-rich environment, with Interactive White Boards in all classrooms, and a well-supported 
Learning Platform which includes MOODLE, OneNote and Office 365. Since 2012, the School has embarked on a program 
of rolling out individual devices. The first phase involved Year 10 and included student forums, student and staff training, 
and a focus on learning, rather than technology itself; subsequent years have built on this ‘research and development’ 
approach.  All students in Years 3-12 have access to Tablet PCs in their classrooms in a 1:1 program, with students in 
Years 7-12 also taking their devices home each evening. All students in K-2 have access to iPads to enhance their learning 
experience. Digital literacy supports students to become ‘meaning makers’, and promotes creativity and critical thinking; it 
builds on traditional learning and teaching activities to maximise student outcomes. The integrated use of ICTs occurs at 
each stage of student learning, from the ECEC to the students completing their HSC.

In all, the School continues to work towards its vision to be a ‘Leader in Learning’ by placing student learning at the heart 
and centre of a culture that is inspired by academic traditions, but responds to the changing world in an innovative way. A 
Pre K to 12 vision and unified educational experience is one of the defining features of Hills Grammar, reflected in these 
initiatives.
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Information for students

Subject selection process
Our subject selection process is designed to give as many students as possible the first choices for subjects. Some flexibility 
may be needed where subject clashes occur in the subject lines generated. Further, subjects offered will be dependent on 
adequate numbers of students selecting individual courses. Where difficult choices need to be made interviews can be 
arranged with the Director of Academic Programs and other senior staff to help students make the best choice from the 
available options.

Frequently asked questions
What is required for progression to Stage 6?
To progress to Stage 6, students are required to study courses in each year in Years 7-10 in English, Mathematics, Science, 
History, Australian Geography and Personal Development, Health and Physical Education. At some time during Years 7-10, 
students are also required to study courses in the Creative Arts (Visual Arts and Music), Technology and Applied Studies and 
Languages other than English (see further down this page).

Students are awarded a grade for each of the courses they have studied in Years 9 and 10. The grades are awarded by the 
School and based on a set of Course Performance Descriptors developed by the Board of Studies. They indicate a student’s 
overall level of achievement in each course. The final grade in Year 10 is recorded on the students’ individual Record of 
School Achievement (RoSA).

How am I eligible for progression to Stage 6?
To be eligible for progression to Stage 6, students need to have studied the following courses:

English – studied substantially in each of Years 7 - 10 with 400 hours to be completed by the end of Year 10.

Mathematics – studied substantially in each of Years 7 - 10 with 400 hours to be completed by the end of Year 10.

Science – studied substantially in each of Years 7 - 10 with 400 hours to be completed by the end of Year 10.

Human Society and Its Environment – studied substantially in each of Years 7 - 10 with 400 hours to be completed by the 
end of Year 10. Included in this requirement is the study of 100 hours each of History and Geography in Years 7–8 and 100 
hours each of History and Australian Geography in Years 9–10. 

Creative Arts – studied for 200 hours and comprising 100 hours in each of  Visual Arts and Music.

Technological  and Applied Studies – studied for 200 hours and consisting of the Board’s Technology (Mandatory) course in 
Years 7 and 8.

Personal Development, Health and Physical Education – studied in each of Years 7 - 10 with 300 hours to be completed by 
the end of Year 10. 

Languages – studied for at least 100 hours, to be completed in one language over one continuous 12 month period 
between Years 7 and 10 but preferably in Years 7–8.

What has happened to the School Certificate?
The Record of School Achievement (RoSA) is the current credential for all students to recognise school achievement before 
receiving their Higher School Certificate (HSC). It replaces the former School Certificate, with school-based assessment 
replacing State-wide tests.

RoSA is a cumulative credential which will show Year 10 grades, as well as any Preliminary HSC (Year 11) grades completed 
after that. VET and Life Skills courses can also be included on the RoSA. The credential will be available for students when 
they leave school, provided that students have met the requirements for each subject. Grades for Years 10 and 11 will 
be based on results on assessments completed throughout the year and may include tests developed at the school level. 
Students who leave school during Year 11 may also be eligible to complete a standardised literacy and numeracy test which 
may be of interest to future employers. However, this test is not designed for students who intend to go on to complete 
their Higher School Certificate in Year 12.  
More information on the new credential can be found at: www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/rosa



9 Academic Programs: Stage 5 2017

What about the new minimal Literacy and Numeracy Standards?
The NSW Board of Studies has just introduced a new minimal requirement which will have an impact on our current 
students Year 8 students, who will be sitting the HSC in 2020. Students will be able to demonstrate that they have met the 
standard by achieving a Band 8 in their Year 9 NAPLAN tests in Reading, Writing and Numeracy. An online test will be an 
option for students to take during Years 10, 11 or 12 if they do not reach the minimal NAPLAN band. Students who do not 
meet the standard will be eligible for a Record of School Achievement (RoSA) and will have up to five years after leaving 
school to meet the literacy and numeracy standard and receive a HSC. 

The board estimates that approximately 50% of students across the state will prequalify for the minimal standards through 
their NAPLAN tests. The School is still doing its own analysis by means of a forecast based on previous NAPLAN test data, 
but it is likely that a number of students will need to sit the online tests during Years 10, 11 or 12 in one or more areas of 
literacy and numeracy. This will not preclude the students from entering Preliminary HSC courses. 

More information on the new minimal standards can be found at: www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/policy-research/
stronger-hsc-standards/minimum-standard.html

How do I enrol?
The School will complete an online entry for each student and lodge it with the Board of Studies in Term 1 of Year 10. The 
entry will indicate the mandatory courses being studied along with the elective courses. By the end of Term 1 students will 
receive a Confirmation of Entry notice. This should be carefully checked to ensure that it is correct. Any changes to the 
Entry Notice that are required must be brought to the attention of the Head of Administration and Planning so that the 
School can inform the Board of Studies. All students will be required to sign the Confirmation of Entry when it is correct. In 
special situations where students have been permitted to change electives between Years 9 and 10, 100 hour courses will 
be indicated for two of the four courses completed (the usual pattern of study is 200 hour courses for electives in Stage 5).

Are there any rules regarding attendance?

Absence during the year
Principals may grant students leave for legitimate reasons such as illness, physical injury or representative sport. If leave 
has been granted during the year there will be no effect on course completion requirements provided that compensatory 
assignments and other work issued during the period of absence has been completed upon return to school.

If absence is prolonged and work is not possible during the period, the Principal may judge that it is not feasible to make up 
the work during the year. Any extensive period of unexplained absence may result in non-completion of a course(s) and may 
impact on eligibility for progression to Stage 6.

Approved student exchange
The Principal may grant leave for approved student exchange programs. Where such leave is granted, every reasonable 
effort will be expected by the student in completing course requirements, but estimates on assessment tasks and final 
grades may be necessary in some instances. Longer term exchanges will need careful consideration, and in some instances, 
students may not be eligible for a Record of School Achievement for Years 10 and 11, if they effectively complete a year’s 
study overseas and do not ‘repeat’ the year at School. 

Final date for attendance
It is a requirement for progression to Stage 6 that Year 10 students attend school until the final day of Year 10 as 
determined by the Principal, unless an exemption has been granted by the Principal. Students who leave before the last day 
of Year 10 without an exemption or leave approval may not be permitted to progress to Stage 6. In recent years an engaging 
enrichment program has concluded Year 10 and formed part of the important transition into Year 11.

What are the requirements regarding satisfactory completion of a course?
To satisfactory complete a course, students must:
(a) follow the course developed or endorsed by the Board; and
(b)  apply themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in the course by the 

school; and



10 Academic Programs: Stage 5 2017

(c) achieve some or all of the course outcomes.
Satisfactory completion of courses is judged therefore on attendance and level of involvement in class, the quality of 
assessments and homework completed, and level of achievement.

If the Principal determines that a student is in danger of not completing a course satisfactorily, a warning will be provided 
in writing in time for the student to correct the problem and satisfactorily complete the course. Such warning letters will 
generally be sent by the appropriate subject head.

What are the guidelines regarding flexible progression?
The Principal may approve acceleration in a course of study, where the needs of the student are best met through the 
development of a more flexible program. However, the design of the Honours program is based on enrichment rather than 
acceleration and this is indicative of the School’s approach to meeting the needs of Gifted and Talented students. Questions 
in this area should be directed to the Director of Academic Programs in the first instance.

How are grades awarded?
For each Stage 5 course studied, achievement will be reported as a grade A–E. The grade is determined by the School, based 
on performance in the course throughout the year.

The Board of Studies has developed a set of General Performance Descriptors that describe performance at each of the 
grade levels, A–E. The table below gives an indication of how these levels help to describe student performance. For each 
course, a set of Board of Studies Course Performance Descriptors has been developed based on the General Performance 
Descriptors. Each descriptor provides typical characteristics of students working at each of the grade levels in relation to 
the knowledge and skills relevant to the course. 

The Course Performance Descriptors for each course can be viewed on the Board of Studies’ website at  
http://arc.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/go/9-10/stage-5-grading/cpds/index

Teachers will collect ongoing assessment information about achievements in a course and relate it to the Course 
Performance Descriptors. This information will assist the School in making the final judgement of the grade to be awarded 
at the end of Year 10.

What are the General Performance Descriptors?
The general performance descriptors describe performance at each of five grade levels:

A The student has an extensive knowledge and understanding of the content and can readily apply this knowledge. 
In addition, the student has achieved a very high level of competence in the processes and skills and can apply 
these skills to new situations.

B The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a high level of competence in the 
processes and skills. In addition, the student is able to apply this knowledge and these skills to most situations

C The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content and has achieved an 
adequate level of competence in the processes and skills.

D The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has achieved a limited level of 
competence in the processes and skills.

E The student has an elementary knowledge and understanding in few areas of the content and has achieved very 
limited competence in some of the processes and skills.

Are any Disability Provisions available?
Disability Provisions such as writers or large print test papers, are available to students who are eligible for such provisions 
under Board of Studies criteria. To apply for disability provisions, students should speak to the Head of Administration and 
Planning, or School Counsellor, as soon as possible.
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Years 9 and 10 at Hills Grammar

By the time a student has reached Year 9 some of the requirements for progression to Stage 6 have been satisfied. This 
then allows the introduction of elective subjects and a broadening of the curriculum.

Which courses will I have to do?
Each Year 9 and 10 student is enrolled in all the mandatory courses. Students choose a further three elective courses. The 
following Board Developed Courses are offered in Years 9 and 10:

(i)  Core Courses (Compulsory for all students)

 • English

 • Mathematics 

 • Science

 • History and Australian Geography incorporating Civics and Citizenship

 • Personal Development, Health and Physical Education

(ii) Electives Courses - Students choose three elective courses from the following*:

 • Commerce

 • Design and Technology

 • Drama

 • Food Technology

 • History (Elective)

 • Industrial Technology-Timber 

 • Information and Software Technology

 • Languages: French, Japanese, Latin

 • Music

 • Physical Activity and Sports Studies (PASS)

 • Visual Arts

 *A determination will be made each year by the Principal as to which courses will run, based on the number of students who elect each course.

Can a student change electives?
Generally speaking a student will be required to stay in the chosen electives until the end of Year 10. However, it may be 
possible to withdraw from a course on the grounds that the student is having extreme difficulty with the course being 
studied. If this is the case the student may be allowed to choose another elective course providing that the following 
conditions are met:

1.     That the change of elective course is made with the approval of parents, the relevant Head(s) of Curriculum and the 
Director of  Academic Programs.

2.  That there are available places in the course to which the student wishes to transfer.

3.  That the grounds for transfer are educational and not personal or social.

4.  That the student can demonstrate the capacity to catch up on missed work.

The point needs to be made that a student should aim to stay in the one course for the duration so that a coherent pattern 
of study can be maintained. A change of course is generally not considered until the end of Week 2 of Term 1 in Year 9 has 
passed. This allows time to truly assess the course and what it has to offer. Any course changes will need to have been 
completed by the end of Term 1 so that minimal course requirements can be satisfied. 
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Applications to change elective courses are generally not considered after Term One for Year 9. In some very particular 
instances, students may be permitted to change courses at the start of Year 10, subject to the both the curriculum 
requirements of the Board of Studies and School policies. 

Applications to change electives should be submitted to the Director of Academic Programs who will determine whether a 
change of electives is both possible and permissible. 

Are classes streamed?
The core courses are generally streamed on the basis of aptitude and differentiated in regard to teaching and assessment. 
Streams are essentially pathways within courses taken by students with similar needs, which allow teachers to address 
individual learning needs most effectively. A current explanation of the School’s approach and rationale to streaming is 
found on the Intranet under Academic Programs>Academic Curriculum>Honours and Streaming 7-10 (‘A Question of 
Streaming in Years 7 to 10’). The streams are intended to be flexible to respond to both evidence of academic growth and 
academic need, with changes between streams generally taking place at the end of the School year, and occasionally after 
the half yearly reports have been issued. The relevant subjects streamed are English, Mathematics, Science, History and 
Geography. 
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Core courses

English is a mandatory course that is studied substantially in each of Years 7 - 10 with at least 400 hours to be completed by 
the end of  Year 10. This is a requirement for progression to Stage 6.

Course Description
Students of English in Stage 5 read, enjoy, understand, appreciate and reflect on the English language in a variety of texts, 
and to write texts that are imaginative, interpretive and critical.

What will students learn about?
Students study books, films, radio, television, newspapers, the internet and other multi-media texts. The texts give students 
experience of Australian culture, insights into Aboriginal and multicultural experiences in Australia and literature from other 
countries and times.

Students also study texts that give experience of popular cultures and youth cultures, picture books, everyday and 
workplace texts and a range of social, gender and cultural perspectives. Students experience Shakespearean drama in Stage 
5 (Years 9 and 10).

What will students learn to do?
Students develop their skills, knowledge and understanding so that they can use language and communicate appropriately 
and effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, in a range of contexts. They learn about the construction of meaning 
in texts and relationships between texts. They learn to think in ways that are imaginative, interpretive and critical. They 
express themselves and their relationships with others and the world. They reflect on their learning in English through 
assessment for learning activities and a portfolio of work.

Course Requirements
Each year teachers within the Faculty select texts which enable students to engage with and master the specific learning 
outcomes of the syllabus. Current selections (which may change for 2017) include:

Fiction: Lord of the Flies, The Outsiders, Divergent, The Catcher in the Rye.

Poetry: Selection of poems drawn from a range of anthologies and a selection of poems by Bruce Dawe and Langston 
Hughes.

Non Fiction: The Happiest Refugee, Down Under.

Visual Texts: Grave of the Fireflies (picture book), Persepolis (graphic novel), Spirited Away (film) and other related texts.

Drama: Romeo and Juliet, Much Ado About Nothing and Macbeth (Shakespeare)

Year 9 and 10 Honours Programs
The Stage 5 Honours course in English aims to enrich the learning of students through their reading and engagement with 
a range of literary texts, both contemporary and traditional. An emphasis on comparative literature flavours the courses. 
Students complete the requirements of the Board of Studies in terms of text types and perspectives, but are challenged to 

develop the sophistication of their thinking through additional reading and high-order class discussion. 

English
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Mathematics is a mandatory course that is studied substantially in each of Years 7 - 10 with at least 400 hours to be 
completed by the end of Year 10. This is a requirement for progression to Stage 6.

Course Description
Mathematics is used to identify, describe and apply patterns and relationships. It provides a precise means of 
communication and is a powerful tool for solving problems both within and beyond Mathematics. In addition to its practical 
applications, the study of Mathematics is a valuable pursuit in its own right, providing opportunities for originality, challenge 
and leisure.

The aim of Mathematics is to develop students’ mathematical thinking, understanding, competence and confidence in the 
application of Mathematics, their creativity, enjoyment and appreciation of the subject, and their engagement in lifelong 
learning.

What will students learn about?
Students study topics within the following Strands. Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics and 
Probability. They will cover a range of topics including:

Financial Mathematics, Ratios and Rates, Algebraic Techniques, Surds and Indices, Equations, Linear Relationships, Non-
Linear Relationships, Area and Surface Area, Volume, Trigonometry and Pythagoras’ Theorem, Properties of Geometrical 
Figures, Single Variable Data Analysis, Bivariate Data Analysis.

What will students learn to do?
Students learn to ask questions in relation to mathematical situations and their mathematical experiences; develop, select 
and use a range of strategies, including the use of technology, to explore and solve problems; develop and use appropriate 
language and representations to communicate mathematical ideas; develop and use processes for exploring relationships, 
checking solutions and giving reasons to support their conclusions; and make connections with their existing knowledge 
and understanding and with the use of Mathematics in the real world.

Year 9 and 10 Honours Programs
Students in Stage 5 Mathematics are placed into pathways of Mathematics 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 which have been designed by 
the Board of Studies to cater for the full range of learners in Mathematics. The 5.1 pathway is included in the 5.2 pathway, 
which itself is included in the 5.3 pathway. Our Honours students work through the Mathematics 5.3 course, but in addition 
students receive enrichment to cover topics outside the scope of the syllabus. In this way, they are challenged to develop 
their abilities as mathematicians and thinkers. 

Mathematics
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Science is a mandatory course that is studied substantially in each of Years 7 - 10 with at least 400 hours to be completed 
by the end of Year 10. This is a requirement for progression to Stage 6.

Course Description
Science develops students’ knowledge, understanding and skills to explain and make sense of the biological, physical and 
technological world, enabling them to make informed choices and responsible decisions as individuals and part of the 
community.

What will students learn about?
Through their study of Science students develop a knowledge and understanding about the living and non-living world. 
Students examine the historical and ongoing contribution of scientists and the implications of this research on scientific 
knowledge, society, technology and the environment. 

The knowledge and understanding content is organised into four strands:

•   Physical World The Physical World strand is concerned with understanding the nature of forces and motion, and matter 
and energy.

•  Earth and SpaceThe Earth and Space strand is concerned with the Earth’s dynamic structure and its place in the cosmos.

•  Living World 
The Living World strand is concerned with understanding living things.

•  Chemical World 
The Chemical World strand is concerned with understanding the composition and behaviour of matter.

What will students learn to do?
Students work individually and in teams in planning and conducting investigations. They evaluate issues and problems, 
identify questions for inquiry and draw evidenced-based conclusions from their investigations. Through this problem-solving 
process they develop their critical thinking skills and creativity. They are provided with experiences in making informed 
decisions about the environment, the natural and technological world and in communicating their understanding and 
viewpoints.

Course Requirements
Practical experiences which emphasise hands-on activities will occupy a substantial amount of course time. All students will 
be required to undertake at least one research project during each of Stage 4 and Stage 5. At least one project will involve a 
‘hands-on’ practical investigation. At least one Stage 5 project will be an individual task.

Year 9 and 10 Honours Programs
Year 9 students who show interest, ability and aptitude for Science may be selected to take part in the Honours Program. 
This is a Science enrichment program for Years 9 and 10 aimed at developing sophisticated skills in analysis and scientific 
enquiry. The aim of the Honours Program is to extend and challenge our most able students.

Science
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The History (mandatory) course requires students to complete:

• 100 hours of History in Stage 4

• 100 hours of History in Stage 5

This is a requirement for progression to Stage 6.

Course Description
History develops in young people an interest in and enjoyment of exploring the past. A study of History provides 
opportunities for examining events, people and societies from ancient, medieval and modern times, including twentieth 
century Australia.

What will students learn about? 
Students develop an understanding of significant developments in Australia’s social, political and cultural history including 
Federation, the Vietnam War era and the social history of one decade in depth. Australia’s international relationships are 
examined through World War One and Two and our role as a global citizen. The changing rights and freedoms of Aboriginal 
peoples and other groups in Australia are also studied. 

The content is divided into topics. Most topics have internal choice to allow for studies in more depth. Inquiry questions are 
provided to define the scope of inquiry for each area of study.

Year 9 Course

• Overview of the Modern World  • Depth Study - The Industrial Revolution

• Making a Nation   • World War Two

• World War One

Year 10 Course

• Overview of the Modern World  • Rights and Freedoms, 1945 - Present

• Popular Culture    • Australia in the Vietnam War era

• The rise of China   

What will students learn to do?
Students learn to apply the skills of investigating history including analysing sources and evidence and sequencing 
major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation. Students develop research and 
communication skills, including the use of ICTs (Information and Communication Technologies), and examine different 
perspectives and interpretations to develop an understanding of a wide variety of viewpoints. Students also learn to 
construct a logical historical argument supported by relevant evidence and to communicate effectively about the past to 
different audiences.

Particular Course Requirements
All students must complete a site study in Stage 4 and Stage 5.

Year 9 and 10 Honours Programs
The Stage 5 Honours course in History aims to enrich the learning of students and to take them beyond the requirements of 
the Board of Studies History syllabus. Enrichment activities include covering related events in several countries so that they 
gain valuable global contexts for key Australian events. Students cover set topics at a deeper level by considering different 
historical perspectives on the issues. The overall aim of History Honours is to challenge students to think critically about key 
events and develop their ability to respond in discussion and in writing at a high level.

History (mandatory)
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The Geography (Mandatory) course requires students to complete:

• 100 hours of Global Geography in Stage 4

• 100 hours of Australian Geography in Stage 5

This is a requirement for progression to Stage 6.

Course Description
Geography is the study of places and the relationships between people and their environments. It is a rich and complex 
discipline that integrates knowledge from natural sciences, social sciences and humanities to build a holistic understanding 
of the world. Students learn to question why the world is the way it is, reflect on their relationships with and responsibilities 
for the world and propose actions designed to shape a socially just and sustainable future.

Geography emphasizes the role, function and importance of the environment in supporting human life from local to 
global scales. It also emphasizes the important interrelationships between people and environments and the different 
understandings of these relationships. The wellbeing of societies and environments depends on the quality of interactions 
between people and the natural world.

What will students learn about?
Geographical inquiry involves students acquiring, processing and communicating geographical information. Through 
an inquiry approach students explain patterns, evaluate consequences and contribute to the management of places 
and environments in an increasingly complex world. This process enables them to apply inquiry skills including: asking 
distinctively geographical questions; planning an inquiry and evaluating information; processing, analyzing and interpreting 
that information; reaching conclusions based on evidence and logical reasoning; evaluating and communicating their 
findings; and reflecting on their inquiry and responding, through action, to what they have learned. Engagement in fieldwork 
and the use of other tools including mapping and spatial technologies are fundamental to geographical inquiry.

The content is divided into topics. Most topics have internal choice to allow for studies in more depth. Inquiry questions are 
provided to define the scope of inquiry for each area of study.

• Sustainable Biomes

• Changing Places

• Environmental Change and Management

• Human Wellbeing

What will students learn to do?
By the end of Stage 5, students will be able to explain geographical processes that change features and characteristics of 
places and environments over time and across scales and explain the likely consequences of these changes. They analyse 
interconnections between people, places and environments and propose explanations for distributions, patterns and 
spatial variations over time and across scales. Students compare changing environments, analyse global differences in 
human wellbeing, explore alternative views to geographical challenges and assess strategies to address challenges using 
environmental, social and economic criteria.

Students undertake geographical inquiries to extend knowledge and understanding, and make generalisations and 
inferences about people, places and environments through the collection, analysis and evaluation of primary data 
and secondary information. They propose explanations for significant patterns, trends, relationships and anomalies 
in geographical phenomena. Students propose solutions, and may take action to address contemporary geographical 
challenges, taking into account alternative points of view and predicted outcomes. Students participate in relevant fieldwork 
to collect primary data and enhance their personal capabilities and workplace skills. 

Geography (mandatory)
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Course Requirements
Fieldwork is an essential part of the study of Geography.

Year 9 and 10 Honours Program
The Stage 5 Honours course in Geography aims to enrich the learning of students and to take them beyond the 
requirements of the Board of Studies Geography syllabus. Enrichment activities include providing students with a greater 
context for their work by studying more varied examples of the core issues.

Students are challenged through tackling geographical skills that are at a more conceptual level than would normally be 
taught at this stage by considering different geographical perceptions on the issues. The overall aim of Geography Honours 
is to challenge students to think critically about Geographical issues and develop their ability to respond in discussion and in 
writing at a high level.
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Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) is a mandatory course that is studied in each of Years 7 - 10 
with at least 300 hours to be completed by the end of Year 10. This is a requirement for progression to Stage 6.

Course Description
PDHPE is an academically rigorous course that develops students’ capacity to enhance personal health and well-being. It 
promotes their enjoyment of and commitment to an active lifestyle and to achieve confidence and competence in a wide 
range of activities as they maximise movement potential. PDHPE is holistic in its educational approach and draws from the 
fields of Science, Sociology, Philosophy and Psychology to provide students with deep understandings of the complex, social 
nature of health.

Through PDHPE students develop knowledge, understandings, skills, values and attitudes that enable them to advocate 
lifelong health and physical activity for themselves and their community. 

What will students learn about?
All students study the following four modules:

•  Self and Relationships – Students learn about sense of self, adolescence and change, sources of personal support and the 
nature of positive, caring relationships

•  Movement Skill and Performance – Students explore the elements of composition as they develop and refine movement 
skills in a variety of contexts

•  Individual and Community Health – Students learn about the specific health issues of mental health, healthy food 
habits, sexual health, drug use and road safety. They examine risk, personal safety and how to access health information, 
products and services.

•  Lifelong Physical Activity – Students consider lifestyle balance and the importance of physical activity and its physical 
benefits. Students learn to participate successfully in a wide range of activities and to adopt roles that promote a more 
active community.

What will students learn to do?
Throughout the course students will learn to apply some key skills that allow them to take action for health and physical 
activity. This includes an emphasis on communicating, interaction, problem-solving, decision-making, planning and moving.

Personal Development, Health and Physical Education
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Elective courses

Course Description
Commerce enables young people to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and values that form the foundation 
on which they can make sound decisions about consumer, financial, legal, business and employment issues. It develops 
in students the ability to research information, apply problem-solving strategies and evaluate options in order to make 
informed and responsible decisions as individuals and as part of the community.

What will students learn about?
All students study Consumer Choice and Personal Finance. In these topics they learn about making responsible spending, 
saving, borrowing and investment decisions.

Students may also study Legal and Employment Issues, in which they will develop an understanding of their legal rights and 
responsibilities and how laws affect individuals and regulate society. They also learn about commercial and legal aspects 
relating to employment issues, and their rights and responsibilities at work. 

Students will also study optional topics selected from: Investing; Promoting and Selling; E-Commerce; Global Links; Towards 
Independence; Political Involvement; Travel; Law in Action; Our Economy; Community Participation; Running a Business; 
and a School-developed option.

What will students learn to do?
Student learning in Commerce will promote critical thinking and the opportunity to participate in the community. Students 
learn to identify, research and evaluate options when making decisions on how to solve consumer problems and issues that 
confront consumers. They will develop research and communication skills, including the use of ICT, that build on the skills 
they have developed in their mandatory courses. 

They will also develop skills in personal financial management and advocacy for rights and responsibilities in the workplace.

 

Commerce
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Course Description
The study of Design and Technology will assist students to appreciate and be informed about design and technological 
innovation. Students will learn to critically analyse and reflect on the implications of design in order to develop 
understanding of why some designs, technologies and processes perform better than others in meeting their intended 
purpose. Students will develop knowledge, appreciation and applied skills for understanding the interrelationships of design, 
technology, society, the individual and the environment for an increasingly knowledge-based economy and lifestyle.

What will students learn about?
Design and Technology involves designing, producing and evaluating quality designed solutions. Students will learn a range 
of practical skills during the development of design projects.  The core content of design processes and the activity of 
designers is developed during each design project.

What will students learn to do?
A design project is the main learning activity of students and culminates in the designed solution and documentation. 
Students will be required to develop and document design projects from the following Focus Areas of Design:

• accessory • aeronautical • agricultural • architectural 

• packaging • digital media • engineering • environmental 

• fashion • food • furniture • graphical 

• industrial • i nformation systems • interior • jewellery 

• landscape • marine • medical • transport systems

• promotional • software • structural 

•  communication  
systems

•  student-negotiated  
focus area of design

Design Project 
Designed Solution and Documentation

Focus Areas of Design

Core Content Areas
A Holistic Approach Design Process Activity of Designers

Design and Technology
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Course Description
Drama enables young people to develop knowledge, understanding and skills individually and collaboratively to make, 
perform and appreciate dramatic and theatrical works. Students take on roles as a means of exploring both familiar and 
unfamiliar aspects of their world while exploring the ways people react and respond to different situations, issues and ideas.

What will students learn about?
All students will learn the fundamentals of drama through the use of improvisation and play-building. They will learn 
practical performance skills in groups and as an individual. Over the duration of the course they will study a variety of 
dramatic forms and performance styles. Some of these will include: mime, scripted roles, physical theatre, mask, comedy 
and Shakespeare. They will also learn about the elements of production, the various roles in theatre, theatrical design and 
the history of theatre.

What will students learn to do?
Students learn to make, perform and appreciate dramatic and theatrical works. They devise and enact dramas using scripted 
and unscripted material and use acting and performance techniques to convey meaning to an audience. They learn to 
respond to, reflect on and analyse their own work and the work of others and evaluate the contribution of drama and 
theatre to enriching society.

Overview of the Stage 5 programs:

Year 9 Units of Work

• Introduction to Drama - Ritual 

• Acting and Improvisation Skills

• Commedia del Arte (mask making and art of comedy)

• Scripted Scenes

• Production - Students perform in a play for a public audience

Year 10 Units of Work

• Short Script Writing (10 minute play festival)

• Monologue / Duologue

• Video Drama

• Production - Students perform in a play for a public audience

 

Drama
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Course Description
The study of Food Technology provides students with a broad knowledge and understanding of food properties, processing, 
preparation and their interrelationship, nutritional considerations and consumption patterns. It addresses the importance 
of hygiene and safe working practices and legislation in the production of food. Students will develop food-specific skills, 
which can then be applied in a range of contexts enabling students to produce quality food products. It also provides 
students with a context through which to explore the richness, pleasure and variety food adds to life and how it contributes 
to both vocational and general life experiences.

What will students learn about?
Students will learn about food in a variety of settings, enabling them to evaluate the relationships between food, 
technology, nutritional status and the quality of life. The following are the focus areas that may be studied to provide a 
context through which the core (food preparation and processing, nutrition and consumption) will be studied.

• Food in Australia 

• Food service and catering

• Food for special needs

• Food product development

• Food for special occasions

• Food trends

What will students learn to do?
The major emphasis of the Food Technology syllabus is on students exploring food-related issues through a range of 
practical experiences, allowing them to make informed and appropriate choices with regard to food. Integral to this course 
is students developing the ability and confidence to design, produce and evaluate solutions to situations involving food. 
They will learn to select and use appropriate ingredients, methods and equipment safely and competently.

Food Technology
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Course Description
History develops in young people an interest in and enjoyment of exploring the past. A study of Elective History provides 
opportunities for developing a knowledge and understanding of past societies and historical periods.  

What will students learn about? 
Students explore the nature of history and the methods that historians use to construct history through a range of thematic 
and historical studies. Students develop an understanding of how historians investigate and construct history through an 
examination of various types of history such as oral history, museum or archive studies, historical fiction, media, biography 
or film. 

Year 9 Course

• Film as History    • Simpson Prize

• Heroes and Villains   • World Myths and Legends

Year 10 Course

• Terrorism    • War and Peace

• Crime and Punishment   • Slavery

What will students learn to do?
Students apply an understanding of history, heritage, archaeology and the methods of historical inquiry and examine 
the ways in which historical meanings can be constructed through a range of media. Students learn to apply the skills of 
investigating history including understanding and analysing sources and evidence and sequencing major historical events 
to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation. Students develop research and communication skills, 
including the use of ICTs, and examine different perspectives and interpretations to develop an understanding of a wide 
variety of viewpoints. Students also learn to construct a logical historical argument supported by relevant evidence and to 
communicate effectively about the past for different audiences.

Elective History
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Course Description
Industrial Technology - Timber develops the students’ knowledge and understanding of materials and processes in a range 
of timber technologies. They develop knowledge and skills relating to the selection, use and application of materials, tools, 
machines and processes through the planning and production of quality practical projects.

What will students learn about?
All students will learn about the properties and applications of materials associated with the focus area of Timber. They 
will study the range of tools, machines and processes available in both industrial and domestic settings for working with 
selected materials. Students will learn about safe practices for practical work environments, including risk identification 
and minimisation strategies. They will also learn about design and designing including the communication of ideas and 
processes.

What will students learn to do?
The major emphasis of the Industrial Technology syllabus is on students actively planning and constructing quality practical 
projects. Students will learn to select and use a range of materials for individual projects which may include furniture items, 
decorative timber products, storage and transportation products, display units, and small skill developing projects.

They will learn to competently and safely use a range of hand tools, power tools and machines to assist in the construction 
of projects. They will also learn to produce drawings and written reports to develop and communicate ideas and information 
relating to projects. Projects completed in the course include:

• Lantern

• Skateboard

• Tool Box

• Bench Seat

• Woodturning Project (eg Bowl)

• Coffee Table (incorporating Mortise and Tenon Joint)

• Student Developed Major Project

 

Industrial Technology - Timber
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Course Description
The study of Information and Software Technology assists students to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to 
solve problems within the context of information technology. The core content of the Information and Software Technology 
course provides students with specialised knowledge of past, current and emerging technologies, data, hardware, software 
and people involved in the field of information and software technology.

Participation in the Information and Software Technology course appeals to students through practical activities and 
their enjoyment of learning and using computers. As a result of studying this course, students will be equipped to make 
appropriate use of and informed choices about information and software technology both at a personal level and in the 
workplace. 

What will students learn about?
The core content to be covered in this course is integrated into the options chosen within the School. The course has been 
designed with an emphasis on practical activities that allow students to sustain focus in a range of interest areas at some 
depth.

The options that may be studied include:

• Artificial Intelligence, Simulation and Modelling

• Authoring and Multimedia

• Database Design

• Digital Media

• Internet and Website Development

• Networking Systems

• Robotics and Automated Systems

• Software Development and Programming 

What will students learn to do?
Students will identify a need or problem to be solved, explore a range of possible solutions and produce a full working 
solution. They will use a variety of technologies including a broad range of hardware and software to create, modify and 
produce products in a range of media formats.

Group and individual project-based work will assist in developing a range of skills, including research, design and problem-
solving strategies over the chosen topics. 

Information and Software Technology
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Learning a language is beneficial for all students. The intellectual demands and scholarship involved in learning a language 
gives Language courses a special place in providing enrichment and extension for all students. At the beginning of Year 
Seven students elected to study French or Japanese. The Humanities Honours class has also been introduced to the study 
of Latin. 

Students in Stage 5 have the opportunity to continue their language study until the end of Year 10. Humanities Honours 
students may choose two languages.

Please note: Students intending to study a language for the HSC, must choose that language in Years 9 and 10. 

Languages courses at Hills Grammar
The Stage 5 Languages program at Hills Grammar is rich and varied. An important component of these language courses is 
the establishment of the Hills Grammar Language Tour Program. The France Tour, Japan Tour and Classics Tour are a fixture 
in the school calendar and are available to Stage 5 Students. A short homestay is an important element of these tours (the 
Classics Tour is an exception), as well as exposure to the culture of the country through individually designed tours led by 
teachers from the School.

What will students learn about in the study of a modern language?
The modern languages offered are French and Japanese. Students will develop the knowledge, understanding and skills 
necessary for effective interaction in a language.

They will explore the nature of languages as systems by making comparisons between English and the chosen language 
(French, Japanese or Latin).

Students will also develop intercultural understandings by reflecting on similarities and differences between their own and 
the target culture.

What will students learn to do in the study of a modern language?
Students will develop the skills to communicate in another language (French or Japanese). They will listen and respond 
to spoken language. They will learn to read and respond to written texts in the language they are learning. Students will 
establish and maintain communication in familiar situations using the language.

Students will explore the diverse ways in which meaning is conveyed by comparing and contrasting features of the language. 
They develop a capacity to interact with people, their culture and their language.

French Course Description
French is one of the major languages in the world. It is used in parts of Europe, Canada, North America, Africa, the Middle 
East, the West Indies, the Indian Ocean region and the South Pacific region close to Australia, namely New Caledonia, 
Tahiti and Vanuatu. French has been, by tradition, the language of diplomacy. It is an official language in a large number of 
international organisations including the United Nations Organisation, the European Union, the South Pacific Commission, 
the Organisation for African Unity and the Olympic Games. It boasts a strong presence in international conferences. 

For more than 200 years, Australia has had strong connections with France. In the twenty-first century, a strong relationship 
continues to exist through trade and investment, communication technologies, education, scientific and technological 
research, and cultural exchange.

French, English and other European languages share a common linguistic link with Latin. Through the study of French, 
students will experience and appreciate the richness and diversity of the art, cuisine, literature, film and music of French-
speaking communities.

France is one of the leading destinations for Australian travellers. The ability to communicate in French enriches this 
experience and provides students with opportunities for continued learning and for future employment, both domestically 
and internationally, in areas such as commerce, tourism, hospitality and international relations.

Languages
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Japanese Course Description
The rich linguistic and cultural diversity of Australia, to which Japanese-speaking communities contribute significantly, 
provides an educational environment where the study of other languages and cultures is valued as a unique and integral 
part of the K–10 curriculum. The satisfaction of engaging with the study of Japanese and of developing communication 
skills in the language will contribute to a student’s intellectual enrichment.

The study of Japanese provides access to the language and culture of one of the global community’s most technologically 
advanced societies and economies. It also introduces students to an important part of the rich cultural tradition of East Asia. 
Through experience of the Japanese language system and cultural history, students gain valuable perspectives on art, music, 
customs, beliefs and the ways of thinking of Japanese people.

Japanese has been identified as one of the priority languages in the Asia-Pacific region to be taught in Australian schools. 
There are sister city agreements between the two governments, providing Australian students with opportunities to host 
Japanese students, and to visit and study in Japan.

Both Australia and Japan are members of the Asia Pacific Economic Community. Japan is one of Australia’s leading trading 
partners. It is therefore important for Australia’s long-term economic and social future that its relationship with Japan 
continues to be enhanced.

Through the study of Japanese students will be able to gain effective skills in communicating in the chosen language, to 
explore the relationship between Japanese and English, and to develop an understanding of Japanese culture. 

Latin Course Description
The Cambridge Latin Course is based for the most part on the lives and exploits of real people, places and events in the 
ancient world. Beginning in Pompeii just prior to the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in A.D. 79, we travel across the Roman 
Empire to Britain, to Egypt and then back to Rome. The characters who populate these places are an eclectic mix of the 
fabulously wealthy and the miserably poor, heroes and scoundrels involved in acts of derring-do and skulduggery, erudite 
and courageous women and girls, powerful and untrustworthy politicians, comic characters, brave and loyal soldiers, kings 
and commoners, all competing for a place (and money) in a richly multi-cultural world. In short, studying Latin is like going 
on a grand adventure, with the added bonus of learning as you go what was the universal language up until the end of the 
sixteenth century. 

Learning a highly inflected language like Latin teaches you about demonstrating precision of thought and clarity of 
expression. It also helps develop your skills in critical and analytical thinking. Learning to read Latin and the literature of 
Rome makes you more familiar with the ancient world than is possible by reading translations alone.

What will students learn about in the study Latin?
Students will learn about the ways that Latin, as the great universal language, was the vehicle through which Greek, Jewish 
and Roman ideas and culture spread throughout the Western world. They will learn how one of the mighty foundations of 
our modern civilization exerts a huge and lasting influence on many modern languages, including English.  

Students will learn about Roman history, life and culture: the Roman military machine, the science of Roman architecture 
and construction, the technology of building roads and communication systems across a vast empire, Roman politics 
and government, Roman (and Greek) medicine, business, the law-courts, social hierarchies and how Romans entertained 
themselves. Finally, students will learn about the Greek and Roman myths and how these are essential markers of the 
human imagination and spirit. In Year 10, students will learn about the science and technology behind the modern 
archaeologist: laser and magnetic resonance imaging, genetics and advanced preservation techniques.  

What will students learn to do in the study of Latin?
Students will learn to speak a little conversational Latin. They will learn to read both abridged and original Latin for 
understanding and for pleasure. They will learn to read Latin inscriptions and honorific encomia. They will learn to analyse 
the functions of words and structures and to identify and describe relationships between the different elements of a 
sentence or idea. Students will learn to recognize the interdependence of language and culture: why certain words and 
phrases stir up feelings in a speaker, reader or listener and how to apply this in their own speech and writing. 
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Course Description
All students should have the opportunity to develop their musical abilities and potential. As an artform, music pervades 
society and occupies a significant place in world cultures and in the oral and recorded history of all civilisations. Music 
plays important roles in the social, cultural, aesthetic and spiritual lives of people. At an individual level, music is a medium 
of personal expression. It enables the sharing of ideas, feelings and experiences. The nature of musical study also allows 
students to develop their capacity to manage their own learning, engage in problem-solving, work collaboratively and 
engage in activity that reflects the real world practice of performers, composers and audiences.

What will students learn about?
In both the Mandatory and Elective courses, students will study the concepts of music (duration, pitch, dynamics and 
expressive techniques, tone colour, texture and structure) through the learning experiences of performing, composing and 
listening, within the context of a range of styles, periods and genres.

The Elective course requires the study of the compulsory topic Australian Music, as well as a number of optional topics 
that represent a broad range of musical styles, periods and genres. The development of skills in aural perception and music 
theory is approached through the study of these topics. A feature of the Year 10 course involves attendance at the Sydney 
Symphony ‘Meet the Music’ concert series at the Sydney Opera House.

What will students learn to do?
In Music, students learn to perform music in a range of musical contexts, compose music that represents the topics they 
have studied and listen with discrimination, meaning and appreciation to a broad range of musical styles. The study of the 
concepts of music underpin the development of skills in performing, composing and listening. Students in Years 9 and 10 
should elect a solo instrument or voice for individual study. Typically, this would involve a weekly private tuition lesson 
arranged through the Music Department or with a teacher outside of the School.

Topics in the Elective Course
Students undertaking Music in Years 9 and 10 must study the compulsory topic, Australian Music, and at least two topics 
from Group 1 and Group 2. Below is a sample outline of topics covered during Stage 5:

Year Topic & Group
Year 9 Music for Small Ensembles - Chamber Music and Popular Music

Year 9 Contemporary Australian Art Music - Compulsory Topic

Year 10 Music For Large Ensembles and Composition Project - Art Music

Year 10 Popular Music of the Twentieth Century

Music
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Course Description
PASS will allow students to develop knowledge and understanding about the contribution of physical activity and sport 
to individual, community and societal wellbeing and enhance the participation and performance of themselves and others 
in physical activity and sport. The PASS course is a Board of Studies Content Endorsed Course. It is an extension of the 
PDHPE syllabus that allows students to investigate in more detail from the available Modules.

What will students learn about?
The content is organised in modules within the following three Areas of Study:

• Foundations of Physical Activity 

• Physical Activity and Sport in Society

• Enhancing Participation and Performance.

Schools develop programs by selecting one or more modules from each Area of Study. In addition, schools may develop 
their own module(s) to address area(s) of interest not covered in the modules provided in the syllabus. Schools develop 
programs by selecting one or more modules from each Area of Study. In addition, schools may develop their own module(s) 
to address area(s) of interest not covered in the modules provided in the syllabus. 

Areas of 
study

Foundations  of Physical 
Activity

Physical Activity and Sport in 
Society

Enhancing Participation and 
Performance

Modules

•  Body systems and energy 
for physical activity

•  Australia’s sporting identity • Promoting active lifestyles

•  Physical activity for health •  Lifestyle, leisure and 
recreation

• Coaching

• Physical fitness •  Physical activity and sport 
for specific groups

•  Enhancing performance – 
strategies and techniques

•  Fundamentals of 
movement skill 
development

•  Opportunities and 
pathways in physical 
activity and sport

•  Technology, participation 
and performance

•  Nutrition and physical 
activity

•  Issues in physical activity 
and sport

• Event management

• Participating with safety

What will students learn to do?
Students will learn through practical experiences in physical activity and movement applications. The following graphic 
shows a sample of the types of physical activity and sport movement applications that may be considered. Students will 
transfer theoretical content to practical lessons and be able to draw conclusions and form opinions from their experiences.

Overview of the Stage 5 Program
Units of work that may be covered include

Physical Activity and Sports Studies (PASS)



31 Academic Programs: Stage 5 2017

Year 9 Course

• The body in action    • World games

• Preparing for the outdoor challenge  • Wimp to Warrior - fitness concepts: understanding and application

• Enhancing performance with technology  • The impact of Global Mega Sporting Events

• Recreational pursuits and physical activity for relaxation

Year 10 Course

• Lifelong leisure and recreation   • Issues in sport

• Event Management     • Physical activity and sport opportunities - coaching

• Enhancing performance - strategies and tactics
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Course Description
Visual Arts provides opportunities for students to enjoy the making and studying of art. It builds an understanding of the 
role of art in all forms of media, both in the contemporary and historical world, and enables students to represent their ideas 
and interests in artworks. 

What will students learn about?
Students learn about the pleasure and enjoyment of making different kinds of artworks in 2D, 3D and/or 4D forms. They 
learn to represent their ideas and interests with reference to contemporary trends and how artists including painters, 
sculptors, architects, designers, photographers and ceramists, make artworks. 

Students learn about how art is shaped by different beliefs, values and meanings by exploring artists and artworks from 
different times and places and relationships in the artworld between the artist – artwork – world – audience. They also 
explore how their own lives and experiences can influence their artmaking and critical and historical studies.

What will students learn to do?
Students learn to make artworks using a range of materials and techniques in 2D, 3D and 4D forms, including traditional 
and more contemporary forms, site-specific works, installations and digital media and other ICT forms, to build a body of 
work over time. They learn to develop their research skills, approaches to experimentation and how to make informed 
personal choices and judgements. They learn to record procedures and activities about their artmaking practice in their 
Visual Arts Process Diary (VAPD).

They learn to investigate and respond to a wide range of artists and artworks in artmaking, critical and historical studies. 
They also learn to interpret and explain the function of and relationships in the artworld between the artist – artwork – 
world – audience to make and study artworks.

Continuum of Learning in Visual Arts K to 12

Course Requirements
Students are required to produce a series of bodies of work as well as keep a Visual Arts Process Diary documenting the 
design and planning of their artworks. In addition, through historical & critical study, students will continue to develop 
analysis skills when decoding artworks.

Dependent
Lay
Vernacular
Explicit
Description

Autonomous
Authoritative
Formal
Reflective
Explanation

Visual Arts 
K to 6

Mandatory 
Course

Elective 
Courses in 
Visual Arts

Preliminary /HSC
Stage 6
Visual Arts,
Visual Design
CEC’s

Visual Arts
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