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2 Early Childhood Education Centre Overview

The Hills Grammar Early Childhood Education Centre (ECEC)
The ECEC is an early learning environment where children and educators enjoy learning 

together. We believe that children’s learning is stimulated by natural curiosity, and 

educators focus on supporting each child to develop individually. At the ECEC, we 

encourage the children to ask questions, predict answers, think critically and to work 

collaboratively with others. We are proud of our program, our learning environment and 

our commitment to supporting children and their families.

Our Environment
Our dedicated ECEC environment 

includes 5 indoor learning environments, 

a sensory garden, natural play areas and 

large grassed areas. In addition, the ECEC 

shares Hills Grammar’s beautiful bushland 

Campus and the children frequently 

see and hear local native animals. We 

make regular visits to different parts of 

the School and we are able to utilise the 

wonderful resources available there. 

Learning at ECEC
Children are the core of our program, 

and our curriculum emerges from their 

skills and interests. Educators support 

children to progress through both our 

preschool program and our school 

readiness program in a manner which is 

unique for each child and respectful of 

individual needs. In addition to the ECEC 

educators, the children benefit from 

specialised instruction from experts in 

Physical Education and Drama. Each week 

the ECEC children also enjoy visiting The 

Hills Grammar Library to read and borrow 

books.

National Quality Standards
Recently rated Exceeding in the National 

Quality Standards, the ECEC is now one of 

21% of centres state wide to achieve this 

result. The ECEC is committed to ongoing 

improvement and educators regularly 

undertake professional development to 

support this.

Our Children
All children at the ECEC are valued as 

strong, competent and capable learners. 

As well as sharing ideas and knowledge, 

educators encourage children to learn 

skills of self-regulation and social 

interaction.

Our Staff
The ECEC educators are highly qualified 

professionals who are committed to the 

field of Early Childhood Education.  The 

child:educator ratio regularly exceeds the 

national average of 1:10 so that ECEC 

children are given many opportunities for 

individual time.

Relationships with Families
Children’s first learning begins at home, 

and the ECEC enjoys sharing this journey 

with each child’s family. Deep connections 

between the ECEC and each child’s family 

are valued and respected and are the basis 

for each child’s learning at our Centre.

Transition to Kindergarten
Being part of The Hills Grammar 

School, visiting the School Campus 

and participating in School events and 

happenings, ensures the ECEC children of 

a seamless transition to formal schooling. 

In addition, during Term 4 the ECEC co-

ordinates a comprehensive transition to 

school program for both the children and 

their families.

Welcome  
From the Principal

Michael Smith,  

Principal
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Administration 
Information

Educational Program
At the ECEC, we focus on consistent and 

predictable learning environments. To 

support this, families can choose for their 

children to attend one of the following 

programs:

3 days -  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

2 days - Thursday, Friday

5 days - Monday - Friday

Enrolment
You will need to complete an ECEC 

enrolment application form as this is a 

point of entry into the School. If you have 

applied for Kindergarten in a previous 

application, you will need to complete 

a new ECEC form. In this instance, the 

application fee will be waived and entry 

date preserved.

The application fees are: $242 first child/ 

$193  second child. Upon acceptance into 

the School and/or ECEC Program, parents 

will be required to pay a $1750 non 

refundable Enrolment Fee. 

Change of Enrolment
If you need to change the days your child 

attends the ECEC, please contact the 

enrolment office on 9654 5177. Four 

weeks written notice will be required if 

you wish to decrease days of attendance. 

Payment of Fees
Details of fee payment will be provided 

to you prior to your child starting in the 

centre. You will be charged for 48 weeks 

per year. You will not be charged for public 

holidays. You will be charged for the days 

your child is absent. 

Termination of Enrolment
Children attending the ECEC are enrolled 

at The Hills Grammar School and it is 

assumed students will progress into 

Kindergarten. Students not continuing 

into Kindergarten the following year 

are expected to finish the full year 

in the ECEC. However, if you wish to 

terminate your child’s enrolment at the 

centre before the end of the year, four 

weeks notice is required in writing to the 

Principal.

Late Collection of Children
Due to licensing and insurance purposes 

the centre closes at 6pm sharp. If a child 

is picked up and leaves after this time 

the centre will charge a late fee. If in an 

emergency, you are running late, please 

inform the centre as soon as possible.

Child Care Benefit and Child Care 
Tax Rebate
You may be eligible to access the Child 

Care Tax Rebate and the Child Care 

Benefit. Please contact the Family 

Assistance Office on 136 150 or visit  

www.familyassist.gov.au to determine 

if you are eligible for payments. In order 

to claim any fee reduction, you will need 

to supply the ECEC with your Customer 

Reference Number and Date.

Priority of Access
The Centre complies with the Australian 

Government’s Priority of Access 

guidelines. For more information on this, 

please read our Priority of Access Policy 

on the Intranet or in our policy folder in 

the foyer. A copy is also provided for you in 

our Information pack.

When does my child commence 
Kindergarten?
As a general guide, children who turn 

five years old before the end of March 

will transition into The Hills Grammar 

Kindergarten class the following year.
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Our Philosophy
The Early Childhood Education Centre is based on the belief that 

stimulating childhood experiences lay the foundation for lifelong 

learning. The centre provides challenging and motivating programs 

to empower young learners to give them the best start possible. 

Our ECEC provides a safe and secure learning environment in which 

children are supported and encouraged to develop to their full 

potential. We believe that children are unique and should be given 

the opportunity to enhance all aspects of their character so they 

become well rounded, internationally minded individuals who can 

contribute to society in a meaningful way. 

At The Hills Grammar School we acknowledge and value the 

diversity of families that are embedded in our community. We 

believe that building secure, respectful relationships with peers, 

family members, educators and the wider community enables us all 

to feel a sense of belonging. Parents are part of our team who work 

collaboratively with educators to implement programs that suit the 

needs of their children. 

Inspired by the Reggio Emilia philosophy, the ECEC recognises that 

children are born with an innate sense of curiosity and wonder about 

the world in which they live. Children are seen as strong, capable 

and resourceful. We harness this belief by offering the International 

Baccalaureate Primary Years Program, an inquiry based program 

which encourages the children to become problem solvers, risk 

takers and resilient learners through its Learner Profile. Natural 

curiosity is fostered through learning experiences where children 

can play, imagine, explore and discover. This inquiry based learning 

allows children to question, predict, think critically and collaborate. 

We recognise and encourage play based learning in which children 

are able to express their ideas, construct their own knowledge and 

engage in exploration, imagination, experimentation and creativity. It 

is through observing and documenting children’s play that educators 

are able to extend on the children’s interests and strengths.  

During intentional teaching moments, educators are able to use 

their individual expertise and professional knowledge to scaffold 

children’s learning. 

Enthusiastic teachers, parents and children are crucial in creating 

a strong and vibrant learning environment. Our program promotes 

core values such as accountability, honesty, service, integrity, 

respect, acceptance, fairness and excellence, which are encouraged 

within The Hills Grammar School Community.
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