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From The Principal

Strategic Priorities 2018
In 2017 the School more rigorously engaged with its community to establish priorities for the future, both short and long term. In
listening, discussing, learning and planning we have together established an exciting set of priorities for the coming year and, further
we and identified directions for our future which will be outlined to the community separately during Term 1.

The priorities for the coming year build upon the achievements and work of 2017 and should be seen as a continuum of School
improvement. Our priorities continue to be framed and progressed within the context of our Strategic Planning Framework which
highlights and focuses our work on:

Inspired Learning
Outstanding Teaching
Unique Learning Environment
Organisational Sustainability

 

with the express purpose of delivering our Mission of

Outstanding teaching within a unique learning environment:

fostering each student’s potential for greatness

 

Our daily work and the identified areas of focus, improvement and development need not just to be performed or actioned, but
done so extraordinarily well, and with outcomes that benefit our students.

I trust you will align with, and be excited by the 2018 areas of focus. I invite your enquiry and input should there be areas which you
have views and or feel you can make a contribution to the process and outcomes.
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Click here to access the 2018 Strategic Priorities.

Michael Smith | Principal

Twitter: @Principal_Hills
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Myths About 'Private Schools'
We hear the same lazy myths about 'private schools', but the term is meaningless.We hear the same lazy myths about 'private schools', but the term is meaningless.

How do we most often see "private schools" described by commentators? 'Elite'? 'Privileged'? Perhaps even, 'ivory towers'? Is a 100
per cent Indigenous, outback school run by its local community 'elite'? Is a special needs school caring for children with autism
'privileged'? Is a special assistance school catering for at-risk and highly disadvantaged youth who have been excluded from
mainstream schooling an 'ivory tower'? Hardly. Yet these are the lazy and convenient lines we are disingenuously peddled over and
over again about 'private schools'. The term 'private school' is largely meaningless. It is not used in this country by any government
or formal educational organisations. It is commonly, and incorrectly, used to describe non-government schools, including
Independent and Catholic system schools. But these schools are certainly not 'private' in the sense of being for-profit businesses.

In order to receive any government funding, schools must be registered as not-for-profit organisations. There are virtually no for-
profit schools in Australia.

Read more.
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Deepest Sympathies
This week the school community was saddened to hear of the tragic death of 18 year old Lachlan Ridley, precious son of Leica and
Michael Ridley. Leica is a much loved and respected member of the Junior School teaching staff, a wonderful teacher and colleague.
It goes without saying that our love and thoughts are with Leica and Michael, along with other members of the Ridley family at this
devastating time.

In the past week a number of Hills Grammar colleagues have had direct contact with Leica and are keeping the School advised on
Leica’s wellbeing and the families wishes. On behalf of the School I have passed on our thoughts, deep condolences and sympathies
to the family and also to Lachlan’s school St Pius X at Chatswood from which he graduated in 2017.  In time, we will know what the
family's wishes are and these will guide the School in how we can further support the family in the coming days, weeks and months.

Should parents or students wish to express their condolences please forward these to the Student or School Office and we will be
sure to pass these on to the Ridley family at an appropriate time.

Michael Smith | Principal

Twitter: @Principal_Hills
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ECEC

Room 1
Room 1 have enjoyed an exciting start to the year. We have an enthusiastic team of teachers and have welcomed children who
were at ECEC last year and also children who are new to Hills Grammar.

The progress made by our 3 year olds during their transition to ECEC is rewarding. Initially for some the step was quite large, but
now the morning arrival sees a flurry of enthusiasm and positive energy - our children are so happy to be part of our group.
Recently families have begun reporting on conversations their children are having at home, often talking about their teachers and
peers. We have worked hard to nurture a sense of belonging and these conversations at home reflect this.

The program has focussed on children’s sense of self, with particular focus on the children’s self-help skills, management of routine
tasks and also on the children independently making decisions about their play. This often involves many steps and for those more
experienced they act as positive role models, while other members receive support as they explore new domains. Areas of focus
have involved seeking out a play partner, making friends, taking turns and sharing toys. Self-help skills involve dressing, toileting,
caring for belongings and packing away. To help children achieve success we offer time and encouragement and we carefully break
tasks down into smaller steps.

The children are enjoying our specialist lessons. In PE, they are learning to use their body to crawl, balance and throw balls. During
Drama classes they have explored the fun of role-play and dressing up. Our visits to the school library are as much about a safe
journey there and back, as they are about the experience of borrowing a book.

During our class time recently, we introduced a focus on colours, exploring this concept during both free play and group time
activities.

We are looking forward to the year ahead, especially to working with the families and children of Room 1, as we support and guide
their children’s learning and development.  

Miss Michelle, Miss Shannon and Miss Jody
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Room 2
The children in Room 2 in the Thursday and Friday program have settled comfortably into their new room. Everyone is starting to
learn their daily routine and the use of visual aids has been very helpful. The children are learning how to care for their belongings,
respect their environment and pack away the resources, as well as play cooperatively and share with their peers. To increase their
sense of belonging within the room, the children have made handprints, decorated birthday cupcakes and have brought in family
photos from home, which have been placed on our Family Tree.

The children have engaged in a variety of meaningful activities within the classroom. To celebrate Australia Day the children did
wattle paintings, sang Australian songs and discussed the Australian flag. For Chinese New Year, the Year of the Dog, we did
firework paintings and we sang songs and listened to stories. Some of our families joined us at ECEC and shared photos and details
of family Lunar New Year celebrations.

Specialist lessons have started at ECEC and the children have responded to these eagerly. They really enjoy taking walks to the
library, learning how to return and borrow books as well as learning that the library is a quiet place to read books. PE lessons have
also been a great way for the children to develop skills including coordination, balance and strength. Drama lessons have provided
the children with the ability to portray different characters as well as to learn movement through dancing.

For World Book Day, the children have the opportunity to dress up as their favourite book character and Room 2 will be focusing on
various literacy activities including looking at letters and their sounds as well as listening to stories. The children will also have the
opportunity to create class stories.

Room 2 have made a wonderful start to the year and we look forward to the children continuing to learn and grow through their
play.
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Room 3
During Term 1, the Thursday/Friday program in Room 3 has had a strong focus on the children and their families settling into ECEC
and feeling safe, secure and supported in their environment. The children have been joining in very comfortably and smoothly. They
are becoming familiar with their peers, educators, daily routine as well as the experiences at ECEC and are now feeling comfortable
too actively participate in the program.

Over the past few weeks, Room 3 have been busy celebrating exciting events at ECEC and the children have been developing an
understanding about these celebrations as they engage in exciting planned experiences. These celebrations included Waitangi day,
Valentine’s Day, Australia Day and most recently Chinese New Year. For Chinese New year we had a special visit from Miss Addy
who teachers mandarin in the Junior School. Miss Addy sang songs and spoke to the children in Mandarin. Many of our ECEC
friends can also speak Mandarin and it was wonderful to hear the conversations flowing.

This term the children have also been happy to share their interests with their peers and educators, and as they continue to do this
we have been learning and discovering more about the children each day. The children’s interests have included discussions about
family experiences, family photos, building and construction activities, sensory paint experiences, pretend play and outdoor play
experiences.

Library visits for Room 3 have also commenced this term, and the children are very excited to attend this adventure weekly in a
new environment. They have been learning how to stay together in a large group using our evacuation rope to stay safe and are
becoming aware of road safety. In addition the children are further developing their communication skills with staff and students at
the School.

We are very excited to share this term together and each day is an exciting adventure for all of us.
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Drama - Book Week
This week during Drama lessons the ECEC children transformed into their favourite book characters. It was wonderful to see the
children acting out each different character and supporting their class members during the parading of costumes. Well done to all
children who participated! 

Rosa Maria Sciacchitano | Drama Teacher
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ECEC/Kindy Violin
Assessment Afternoons – Wednesday 28 March or Wednesday 4 April @ 3:00pm inAssessment Afternoons – Wednesday 28 March or Wednesday 4 April @ 3:00pm in
Mu4Mu4
The Music Department will be holding two assessment afternoons for students in ECEC and Kindergarten wishing to be enrolled in
the Term 2 and 3 ECEC/Kindy Violin Program. Mrs Yusufova will work with the students in a group situation to determine
suitability for this program and provide feedback to parents/carers regarding when it is best for individual children to commence.
Parents/carers will be advised of the outcome of the assessment before the end of Term 1, for commencement at the start of Term
2.

Small group violin lessons will be on Wednesday afternoons between 3:00pm and 3:30pm in the Music Department during
Terms 2 and 3.
A fee of $125 is charged for the program, including tuition and instrument hire.
The program concludes at the end of Term 3.
A parent or carer must be in attendance during the lessons to assist with the lessons and at home practice.

Please call Tamsin Fraser-Crooks on 9654 5159 between 8:30am and 3:30pm (Mon, Wed-Fri) or email
music@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au to register for the assessment afternoons on either Wednesday 28 March or Wednesday 4 April.

Owen Nelson | Head of Music
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Junior School

Celebrating Mixed Aged Interaction
One of the wonderful aspects of being a single campus, Pre-Kindergarten to Year 12 school is the opportunity for students to
benefit from interactions with both older and younger students. It is delightful to watch our Year 6 students playing with and
supporting their allocated ‘kindy buddies’ both on the playground and within the classroom environment. Watching them, it is very
clear that the kindergarten students are in awe of the ‘big boys and girls’ who happily spend time with them, whilst at the same time
the sense of responsibility and care from our Year 6 students is wonderful to see. Similarly, when our Year 6 students have the
opportunity to engage with Senior School students they love the opportunity to do so and seem to mature in front of our eyes as
they rise to the challenge of a more mature context. At the same time, our senior school students show great awareness of the
needs of the Junior School students, demonstrating compassion, encouragement and delight in their interactions. These are
mutually beneficial relationships, in which both parties gain from interacting together, albeit in different ways.

Our school environment provides many opportunities, both formally established and incidental, for younger students to learn from
easily accessible older role models, and for older students to contribute positively to the care and development of younger students;
including by being good role models for those younger than they are. This is unquestionably an important benefit of mixed aged
communities where everyone gains. Within our school these opportunities abound, adding significantly to students’ sense of
belonging. As students move through the different stages of their school journey they have different roles to play and benefit from
connections with both older and younger students in different ways.

Whilst there are many times when students are grouped with those of a similar age group, we have deliberately created other times
when they are in mixed age environments. For example, in our new weekly Junior School House Groups, every student has the
opportunity to be in a small group with others from all year groups, K to 6. These groups also provide important leadership
opportunities for our Year 6 students and the potential to inspire younger students. The new weekly co-curricular period, during
Connect, also provides opportunities for students of different ages to spend time together, and many Junior School co-curricular
activities are supported by Senior School students. I am very excited about these new developments and look forward to seeing
them flourish over the coming months. We will continue to look for ways to maximise the advantage of our Pre K to Year 12 school
community and to find ways of enabling students of all ages to get the very best out of this dimension of life at Hills Grammar. 

Mark Yeowell | Head of Junior School
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Changes to the HSC Minimal Standards
In 2016, the NSW Education Minister at the time, Adrian Piccoli, announced that from HSC 2020, students would be required to
demonstrate their attainment of minimal standards in Literacy and Numeracy in order to be eligible to receive their Higher School
Certificate. The most contentious aspect of this new requirement was the link to NAPLAN: students would be able to demonstrate
their achievement by reaching Band 8 in Year 9 NAPLAN tests in Reading, Writing and Numeracy as a 'prequalification' for the HSC.
Those who did not would be able to do separate Reading, Writing and Numeracy tests during Years 10, 11 and 12 to show they had
reached a National Minimal Standard before their HSC examinations.

This week the NSW Education Minister Rob Stokes announced that the requirements to meet with the HSC minimal standards have
been simplified, and that as a result, ‘Year 9 NAPLAN tests will no longer be linked to the minimal standard for numeracy and
literacy for the HSC’. The Association of Independent Schools (AIS) called this change ‘a sensible move’ since it ‘recognises the
appropriateness of having literacy and numeracy standards for all students, while removing an unnecessary burden on Year 9
students’ (Press Release 23 February 2018). Hills Grammar also supports this move – we have long argued that NAPLAN tests
should not become ‘high stakes tests’ that put pressure on students – directly or indirectly -- to 'perform'. Rather, we argue,
NAPLAN should represent a snapshot of progress in core skills, to be placed alongside school-based assessment in gaining a bigger
picture of student academic attainment at a given point in time.

Current students in Year 10 who did not reach Band 8 in Reading, Writing, or Numeracy (about 70% of students across the state)
will need to do the relevant minimal standards tests in Year 10, 11 or 12. At Hills Grammar, we have managed this in a personal
way, with relevant parents informed of the opportunities to do the tests. Meetings with the Heads of English and Mathematics were
also organised in 2017 to assist parents in understanding NAPLAN results and areas to work on for the child.

Whatever changes in policy at the State level, we will continue our school-based efforts to lift Literacy and Numeracy standards
from an already strong position, typically about 20% higher than the State averages in most measures. Initiatives have included the
appointment of an English and Mathematics Leader in our Junior School; the programming for a distinct Literacy and Numeracy
period within our Years 7-9 teaching program; and support of students through English and Mathematics department drop-ins
which occur after school each week. These are important improvement strategies because high levels of literacy and numeracy are
important ends in themselves, as well as ultimately benefiting our HSC results. Under the revised Education Minister plan, all
students who will enter HSC 2021 and beyond will need to do the Minimal Standards tests -- not linked to NAPLAN -- during Years
10, 11 or 12.

Geoff Gates | Director of Academic Programs Pre K to 12
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Junior School Connect
This year we have launched ‘Connect’, which is a dedicated wellbeing time after lunch each day. Connect incorporates Assemblies,
House, Cocurricular and Positive Education.

The aim of Connect is to build relationships across different grades, and with different members of our teaching staff. We are
broadening students’ sense of connection and belonging and our older students have the opportunity to be mentors and role models
to our younger students. This opportunity also allows students to develop social and emotional skills, which are vital to flourish.

During House, our Year 6 students will be leading small groups of students in the Peer Support Program. These groups will remain
the same each year and students will develop a wide friendship circle across all ages of the school. It also gives Year 6 the
opportunity to develop leadership skills. Peer Support will begin in Term 2, with teachers running the House program during Term
1.

Our first House session was held on Tuesday afternoon. Students spent the session getting to know each other and learning about
the teacher who will be mentoring them. Students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to begin to develop important relationships
with each other. The remainder of Term 1 will be focused on our School Values with a variety of fun activities planned.

Melanie Mihno | Head of Student Wellbeing K-6
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Year 6 Camp
On Monday 19 February, Year 6 travelled to Yarramundi for our Outdoor Education Camp. It was amazing as we had awesome
instructors as well as fun activities to engage in. On the camp, we did nine activities which included giant swing, low ropes, archery,
cave maze, alpine rescue, rock climbing, river walk, hut building and orienteering. Our favourite activities were the river walk and
the giant swing. As well as enjoying the daytime activities, we also had night time activities such as roasting marshmallow by a fire
and singing songs.

When we had free time or spare time between activities we played really fun games like ga ga ball and camouflage. For ga ga ball
the aim of the game was to not let the ball hit lower than your hips and for camouflage you had to run to find a good hiding spot.
Overall Year 6 camp Yarramundi was the best camp ever!

Samika Seepersad and Ainslie Lennon | Year 6 students

Year 6 Camp ReflectionsYear 6 Camp Reflections
'My Favourite activity was the cave maze because I displayed leadership and it was really enjoyable.' - Lachlen Burns

'My favourite activity was the giant swing because it put me out of my comfort zone and it was really fun.' - Madison Tanti

'I enjoyed the wood craft because it involved creativity and a good design to survive the challenge the camp set.' - Joshua- Patrick
Murphy

'My favourite activity was the cave maze because my team learned to work together and find our way out' - Kevin Twigge

'I think Year 6 went on camp to get to know each other better and to step outside our comfort zones.' - Rishi Revo

'I learnt that I am not scared of heights. After I did the activities, I changed my mindset and was more positive.' - Emily
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Escape, Imagine, Create
K-6 Drama lessons are filled with energy, enthusiasm and talent. Students have been practicing their Drama skills by transforming
into various characters, using their imagination in a creative way and understanding the importance of teamwork to solve problems
and discover new opportunities. The photos above were taken during classroom Drama lessons.

Rosa Maria Sciacchitano | Drama Teacher
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Music
Term 1 PerformancesTerm 1 Performances
Parents, friends and relatives are invited to attend the following concerts in Term 1 to be held in the RJP Performance Centre:

Year 10 Performance Evening – Tuesday 27 March @ 7:00pm

Junior Lunchtime Concerts – Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 March @ 1:20pm

Music Café featuring Year 12 and soloists – Tuesday 10 April @ 7:00pm

For information regarding any of the above concerts, please contact the music office music@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au or call Tamsin
Fraser-Crooks on 9654 5159 (Mon, Wed-Fri)

ECEC/Kindy Violin Terms 2 and 3 with Naira YusufovaECEC/Kindy Violin Terms 2 and 3 with Naira Yusufova

Assessment Afternoons – Wednesday 28 March Or Wednesday 4 April @ 3:00pm In Mu4Assessment Afternoons – Wednesday 28 March Or Wednesday 4 April @ 3:00pm In Mu4

The Music Department will be holding two assessment afternoons for students in ECEC and Kindergarten wishing to be enrolled in
the Term 2 and 3 ECEC/Kindy Violin Program. Mrs Yusufova will work with the students in a group situation to determine
suitability for this program and provide feedback to parents/carers regarding when it is best for individual children to commence.
Parents/carers will be advised of the outcome of the assessment before the end of Term 1, for commencement at the start of Term
2.

Small group violin lessons will be on Wednesday afternoons between 3:00pm and 3:30pm in the music department during
Terms 2 and 3.
A fee of $125 is charged for the program, including tuition and instrument hire.
The program concludes at the end of Term 3.
A parent or carer must be in attendance during the lessons to assist with the lessons and at home practice.

Please call Tamsin Fraser-Crooks on 9654 5159 between 8:30am and 3:30pm (Mon, Wed-Fri) or email
music@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au to register for the assessment afternoons on either Wednesday 28 March or Wednesday 4 April.

Music Co-Curricular Term 1Music Co-Curricular Term 1
All music ensembles have now commenced rehearsals and music staff have been working through lists from the co-curricular online
selections made by parents and carers earlier this year. If you require further information or guidance for placement in any of our
ensembles, please contact Tamsin Fraser-Crooks in the music office directly.

Private Music Tuition - Lesson AttendancePrivate Music Tuition - Lesson Attendance
The Music Department policy regarding lesson attendance is provided as a reminder to parents/carers regarding the expectations
of students and tutors in this regard.

Number of Lessons Taught per SemesterNumber of Lessons Taught per Semester
Students should receive 16 timetabled lessons per semester (Terms 1-2 and Terms 3-4).
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Attendance SheetsAttendance Sheets
Attendance sheets are completed weekly by each music tutor.

Absences should be noted as follows:

‘A’ – Student absent due to illness or without notice. Lesson charges apply.

‘E’ – Student absent due to an approved* variation to routine including excursion (in-school or off-campus), scheduled examination
or in-class activity or an approved Exemption from Attendance. Lesson charges do not apply.

*Approved variation to routine activities are notified by email to parents beforehand.

At the end of each Term, the number of lessons for which charges apply is calculated and sent to the Finance Department for billing.

New Music BadgesNew Music Badges
Our new music badges have arrived. Students involved in music co-curricular ensembles in Years 3-12 are able to wear these
badges on the lapel of their blazer. Students in Year 3, Year 7, Year 10 and new students to the school, will be given a new badge
once their commitment to the music program has been confirmed (through on-time and regular attendance at rehearsals this term).
Many of our musicians proudly wear these badges, so please do look out for them.

Owen Nelson | Head of Music

Copyright Hills Grammar 2018. All Rights Reserved. 16 of 46



Languages Program
On our information night, I outlined the changes to the languages program in the Junior School. We are a few weeks into the year,
and students seem very excited about their language learning. Research tells us that students like choice, so our ability to give
students some choice over their language learning in upper Primary has certainly excited our Year 4 students.

Similarly, Kindergarten and Year 1 have embraced the challenge of Mandarin and can be heard greeting Ms Ye in the playground as
she makes her way around the school, in the same way Madame Jacobs and Madame Lane have been greeted for many years.
Welcoming Mr Messer from the Senior School to our languages team for Japanese has also been exciting for us.

In broadening our languages program, we engaged in writing a new languages policy in line with our International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Program philosophy. The policy outlines our approach to the teaching of languages and the value we continue to
place on the home language and culture of the students in our school. The importance of our community and its varied cultural
influences brings a great opportunity for enrichment for all our students as they explore global connections through the Learner
Profile of the PYP.

As our language policy states:

At Hills Grammar there is a conscious and deliberate approach to provide a balanced language curriculum which includes oral, visual
and written language. Teachers encourage active participation in a stimulating supportive environment where students are involved
in a diverse range of learning experiences. In this environment students perceive themselves as readers, writers, listeners and
speakers.

The complete languages policy is available to read on our intranet.

Samantha Cordwell | Head of Curriculum K-6
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Sports Bulletin
The Sports Bulletin includes information on key dates, football, netball, basketball and more.
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Commendations
Congratulations to the following students who have received commendations:

Citizenship: Dylan McGregor 4M, Ella Appleroth 4M, Emir Habiboglu 2C,

Effort: Leo Hanlin 1P, Arthur Yang 1B, Daisy Chen 1S, Vedhika Satchi 4GN, Gabriel Chegodaev 2H, Youssef Eleisawy 5S,

Proficiency: Tiffany Liu 3M, Werra Allan 2SC
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SchoolTV
We all know that diet and nutrition is vital to your child’s development and growth, but are you aware of the effects it has on your
child’s brain development and how it can impact their academic achievement?

In this era of convenience, it is easy to reach for pre-packaged and processed foods to cope with busy schedules. However, these
foods are usually packed full of sugar and salt which can have adverse health effects. Making a habit of reading food labels can help
reduce the risks. It can also help to stabilise your child’s energy, improve their mood, maintain a healthy weight and improve their
general wellbeing.

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will discover practical advice for teaching your kids about the benefits of incorporating a healthy
diet and good nutrition. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition and we always
welcome your feedback.

If you have any concerns about your child, please contact please contact a member of the Student Wellbeing staff further
information.

Click here to view SchoolTV.
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Senior School

Changes to the HSC Minimal Standards
In 2016, the NSW Education Minister at the time, Adrian Piccoli, announced that from HSC 2020, students would be required to
demonstrate their attainment of minimal standards in Literacy and Numeracy in order to be eligible to receive their Higher School
Certificate. The most contentious aspect of this new requirement was the link to NAPLAN: students would be able to demonstrate
their achievement by reaching Band 8 in Year 9 NAPLAN tests in Reading, Writing and Numeracy as a “prequalification” for the
HSC. Those who did not would be able to do separate Reading, Writing and Numeracy tests during Years 10, 11 and 12 to show
they had reached a National Minimal Standard before their HSC examinations.

This week the NSW Education Minister Rob Stokes announced that the requirements to meet with the HSC minimal standards have
been simplified, and that as a result, ‘Year 9 NAPLAN tests will no longer be linked to the minimal standard for numeracy and
literacy for the HSC’. The Association of Independent Schools (AIS) called this change ‘a sensible move’ since it ‘recognises the
appropriateness of having literacy and numeracy standards for all students, while removing an unnecessary burden on Year 9
students’ (Press Release 23 February 2018). Hills Grammar also supports this move – we have long argued that NAPLAN tests
should not become ‘high stakes tests’ that put pressure on students – directly or indirectly -- to “perform”. Rather, we argue,
NAPLAN should represent a snapshot of progress in core skills, to be placed alongside school-based assessment in gaining a bigger
picture of student academic attainment at a given point in time.

Current students in Year 10 who did not reach Band 8 in Reading, Writing, or Numeracy (about 70% of students across the state)
will need to do the relevant minimal standards tests in Year 10, 11 or 12. At Hills Grammar, we have managed this in a personal
way, with relevant parents informed of the opportunities to do the tests. Meetings with the Heads of English and Mathematics were
also organised in 2017 to assist parents in understanding NAPLAN results and areas to work on for the child.

Whatever changes in policy at the State level, we will continue our school-based efforts to lift Literacy and Numeracy standards
from an already strong position, typically about 20% higher than the State averages in most measures. Initiatives have included the
appointment of an English and Mathematics Leader in our Junior School; the programming for a distinct Literacy and Numeracy
period within our Years 7-9 teaching program; and support of students through English and Mathematics department drop-ins
which occur after school each week. These are important improvement strategies because high levels of literacy and numeracy are
important ends in themselves, as well as ultimately benefiting our HSC results. Under the revised Education Minister plan, all
students who will enter HSC 2021 and beyond will need to do the Minimal Standards tests -- not linked to NAPLAN -- during Years
10, 11 or 12.

Geoff Gates | Director of Academic Programs Pre K to 12
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Year 11 Study Conference
During Week 6 of Term 1, Year 11 students will participate in the Year 11 Study Conference. The theme for the conference is 
'Bigger Picture' and links the broad aspects of learning that can contribute to success in the HSC and beyond. The conference is
designed to unite and motivate students as they embark upon their senior academic years, and equip them with the skills and
techniques they will need to approach the academic challenges ahead with confidence.

The key speaker for the conference is Glen Gerreyn – a former young Australian of the Year and an inspirational speaker. His
presentation 'Brilliant Young Minds' provides a framework to maximise engagement.

Students will participate in formative assessment programs for English and Mathematics along with programs in Service Learning,
Student Wellbeing and Co-Curricular areas.

Mark Harrington | Head of Curriculum 7-12
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2018 Senior School Outdoor Education Camp Week
As you are aware in 2018 we have been able to align all Years 7-10 camps in the same week. This is of great benefit to the students
and the school community as this will minimise the impact that camps have on the Academic Program and it will help families with
their planning.

As part of the camp week we have also been able to incorporate Academic excursions and subject specific work. This allows for a
multi-disciplinary approach as we have incorporated the 3 core programs of the school, that is Co-curricular, Well-Being and
Academic.

Along with this the Year 11 Study Conference and Year 12 Half Yearly Examinations will also be run at the same time, once again
minimising impact on the school programs.

I am sure that your children will be getting excited by now. Some principles we try to follow in regards to camp are as follows:

No need to bring your own food unless otherwise specified on your note  – no lollies/chocolate/nuts
Phones should only be used as a camera – they should not be used for any other reason eg. texting and calls (Teachers have
phones in case of any issues arising)
Any specific medications should be labelled with instructions – if necessary they can be handed to the teacher in charge

If unsure of anything please check the information note emailed otherwise you can call the School on 96542111.
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Yass Sidaros | Director of Co-curricular Programs
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Practical Ways to Support Your Child in Year 7
The Year 7 Parent Evening will be held on Tuesday 14 March from 7.00pm – 8.15pm.

We know that students benefit greatly when the support they receive from school and home is complementary. To this end, we are
inviting you to an information evening where you can learn about ways to support your child's learning and wellbeing at home. 

The evening will comprise of two 30 minute workshops. Parents and carers will be placed in a group and swap workshops half way
through the evening.

Workshop A: Assessment for Learning- Mr Geoff Gates, Director of Academic Programs Pre-K to 12

                     Mr Geoff Gates will explain the School's assessment system and give practical advice to parents about supporting their
child's learning.

Workshop B: ICT at School and at Home - Mrs Jen Jarrett, Director of Student Wellbeing Pre-K to 12

                     Mrs Jen Jarrett will present information and practical strategies for parents to guide their children's safe use of ICT for
learning and socialising.

The Year 7 Parent Evening will be held on Tuesday 14 March 7.00pm – 8.15pm in the Mallik Centre

Please RSVP by Monday 12 March 2018 to Sarah-Jane Woods, either by phone on 9654 2111 or email to 
Sarah-Jane.Woods@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au. 

Jen Jarrett | Director of Student Wellbeing
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Science
Science Drop InScience Drop In
Science Drop in will continue this year.

Drop in classes for Year 7 to Year 10 will be in Science Lab 4 from 3:30 to 4:15pm.

REMINDER: Drop-in classes are also available for Senior Science students:

Year 11 ChemistryYear 11 Chemistry Monday A: 8 – 8:40amMonday A: 8 – 8:40am Science Lab 4Science Lab 4

Year 11 PhysicsYear 11 Physics Tuesday B: LunchtimeTuesday B: Lunchtime Science Lab 1Science Lab 1

Year 11 BiologyYear 11 Biology Tuesday: 3:30pm – 4pmTuesday: 3:30pm – 4pm Science Lab 6Science Lab 6

Year 12 ChemistryYear 12 Chemistry
Thursday A: 8 – 8:40amThursday A: 8 – 8:40am

Friday B: 8 – 8:40amFriday B: 8 – 8:40am
Science Lab 4Science Lab 4

Year 12 PhysicsYear 12 Physics
Wed A:  8 – 8:40amWed A:  8 – 8:40am

Thursday B:  3:30 – 4:30pmThursday B:  3:30 – 4:30pm
Science Lab 2Science Lab 2

Year 12 BiologyYear 12 Biology Wednesday: 3:30 – 4:30pmWednesday: 3:30 – 4:30pm Science Lab 5Science Lab 5

Skype a ScientistSkype a Scientist
This week our Year 8 and 9 students had the opportunity to engage in a conversation with two scientists through Skype. They were
able to ask questions as well as learn about what each of the scientist does.

Year 9 students’ Skyped with John Atack from the Institute of Glycomics at Griffith University who is a microbiologist. His work
focusses on pathogen and vaccine development.

Year 8 students’ Skyped with a Honey Tree scientist, Simon Williams. He is from the school of Science and Engineering from the
University of the Sunshine Coast. His work focussed on identifying the Manuka tree species for the production of medical honey.     
   

Year 10 SRP (Student Research Project)Year 10 SRP (Student Research Project)
As part of the Stage 5 Science curriculum, our Year 10 Science students undertake a Student Research Project where they get an
opportunity to carry out a first-hand investigation in an area that is of interest to them. Students carry out the planned
investigation, record their observations and write a report. This is supported by their Science teachers where at the different stages
feedback and support is offered. This investigation provides a variety of practical experiences: identify problems, describe strategies
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to solve problems, develop hypotheses and collect data.

The best projects are then submitted to the Young Scientist Competition. This awards scheme is organised by the Science Teachers’
Association of New South Wales to provide support for teachers of Science in order to foster innovation, creativity and a love of
science. The award scheme aids to: stimulate an ongoing interest in Science; promote involvement in the process and
communication of Science; and celebrate the exemplary science carried out by students in NSW schools.

The Science department has been very impressed with the projects the students have selected, varying from Chemistry, Biology
and Physics, and we are looking forward to reading the students final reports.

Brain BeeBrain Bee
The Australian Brain Bee Challenge 2018 https://www.ans.org.au/abbc is a competition for Year 10 students to learn about the
brain and its functions including neuroscience research.

The Australian Brain Bee Challenge (ABBC) is a competition for high school students in Year 10 to learn about the brain and its
functions, learn about neuroscience research, find out about careers in neuroscience and to dispel misconceptions about
neurological and mental illnesses.

The students will compete in Round 1 on Tuesday 13th March which is administered by Education Perfect. The successful
candidates will progress onto Round 2 (between June and August) the Regional Finals. These finals are the State Finals and students
who achieve a high score in Round 1 are invited to attend a full day of activities at a university campus.

Successful students from round 2 will progress to Round 3 National Finals. Round 4 is the International Brain Bee which is held in
America or Italy.

We wish all the candidates the very best of luck.

Science and Engineering ChallengeScience and Engineering Challenge

On 21st March 32 students from year 9 will participate in the Science and Engineering Challenge at Sydney Olympic Park. The
event is organised by the University of Newcastle in conjunction with the Office of NSW Chief Scientist and Engineers and the
Rotary clubs of Sydney. The challenges provide the students with a positive experience of Science and Engineering in action, and the
opportunity to use their problem solving and thinking skills. They work collaboratively with members of their group to complete the
activities. Eight schools compete against each other in various challenges and points are awarded for each challenge. It is a
challenging but rewarding experience and we have found that our students enjoying the day.

Good LuckGood Luck
The Science Faculty would like to wish all students in Year 12 the best of luck for their half yearly exams in Week 6 and Week 7.

The Science Faculty
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PDHPE
We have had a great start to 2018 in PDHPE. The joint Sport / PDHPE Department concept of 'Hills Fit' continues to increase in
numbers with students either attending the fitness centre to work on personal health and fitness goals, or taking advantage of 1 of
the 4 Hills Fit Classes (MMAFit, BoxFit, Pilates and Run Club). 

Hills Fit runs every day from 7.15am - 8.20am and strong evidence suggests that not only are these students gaining health and
fitness benefits, they are also reaping the associated academic benefits that come with aerobic exercise and brain activation.

2018 also sees the implementation of some ambitious initiatives that we believe will improve student learning outcomes in PDHPE
classes, and we look forward to reporting on these as the year progresses. 

As always, we have started the year with the reiteration of our department mission, which is to have all students leave Hills
Grammar being both physically and health literate. We aim to do this by instilling PASSION, CONFIDENCE and UNDERSTANDING
in your child.

PASSION - For moving, for learning, for curiosity, for advocacy, for leading healthy, active lives.

CONFIDENCE - In their decisions, in all movement forms, to explore and be adventurous, to ask questions, to challenge the status
quo, to stand up for their beliefs and values, to advocate for others, to lead by example, to share, to be resilient. 

UNDERSTANDING -of why they need to move and HOW it links to health and enjoyment of life's adventures. Of HOW and WHY
to make healthy choices. 

Upcoming Events in PDHPE Upcoming Events in PDHPE 

Year 8: Harmony DayYear 8: Harmony Day

Year 8 students are currently designing events and activities to promote diversity for Harmony Day. Their brief is to design an event
/ initiative that will go towards affecting individuals actions and behaviours to ensure Hills Grammar continues to be an inclusive
community.

Year 9 PASS: Raw ChallengeYear 9 PASS: Raw Challenge

Year 9 PASS students are currently learning to design their own individual fitness programs with the goal of completing Raw
Challenge at the end of the term (a 7km Obstacle Course through mud and water).

James Muir | Head of DHPE

Image captions: Students hit their early morning stride at Run Club; Students working on individual fitness programs before school;Image captions: Students hit their early morning stride at Run Club; Students working on individual fitness programs before school;
Student thinking about why embracing diversity is important to themselves, their community and the world, Harmony Day exampleStudent thinking about why embracing diversity is important to themselves, their community and the world, Harmony Day example
from 2017, Raw Challenge example from 2017from 2017, Raw Challenge example from 2017
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Music
Term 1 PerformancesTerm 1 Performances
Parents, friends and relatives are invited to attend the following concerts in Term 1 to be held in the RJP Performance Centre:

Year 10 Performance Evening – Tuesday 27 March @ 7:00pm

Junior Lunchtime Concerts – Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 March @ 1:20pm

Music Café featuring Year 12 and soloists – Tuesday 10 April @ 7:00pm

For information regarding any of the above concerts, please contact the music office music@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au or call Tamsin
Fraser-Crooks on 9654 5159 (Mon, Wed-Fri)

Private Music Tuition - Lesson AttendancePrivate Music Tuition - Lesson Attendance
The music department policy regarding lesson attendance is provided as a reminder to parents/carers regarding the expectations of
students and tutors in this regard.

Number of Lessons Taught per SemesterNumber of Lessons Taught per Semester
Students should receive 16 timetabled lessons per semester (Terms 1-2 and Terms 3-4).

Attendance SheetsAttendance Sheets
Attendance sheets are completed weekly by each music tutor.

Absences should be noted as follows:

‘A’ – Student absent due to illness or without notice. Lesson charges apply.

 ‘E’ – Student absent due to an approved* variation to routine including excursion (in-school or off-campus), scheduled examination
or in-class activity or an approved Exemption from Attendance. Lesson charges do not apply.

*Approved variation to routine activities are notified by email to parents beforehand.

At the end of each Term, the number of lessons for which charges apply is calculated and sent to the Finance Department for billing.

New Music BadgesNew Music Badges
Our new music badges have arrived. Students involved in music co-curricular ensembles in Years 3-12 are able to wear these
badges on the lapel of their blazer. Students in Year 3, Year 7, Year 10 and new students to the school, will be given a new badge
once their commitment to the music program has been confirmed (through on-time and regular attendance at rehearsals this term).
Many of our musicians proudly wear these badges, so please do look out for them.

Senior MusicSenior Music
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Our senior musicians have been busy at performances and concerts last week. We started the week with the annual ENCORE
concert featuring HSC performances from 2017. This concert was a terrific opportunity to see high level performances as well as
the diversity of music presented. Our intrepid concert-goers managed to see a few extra sites of interest given the new year
festivities on display at Circular Quay. Of particular interest was a performance of Kuhlau’s ‘Trio in G Major’ featuring Mrs Briony
Geekie, who not only teaches flute at Hills Grammar but was also a graduate of Hills in 2001. Congratulations Mrs Geekie! The
week concluded with performances by the Senior String Ensemble and Year 11 Band at the new parents function on Friday
evening. Congratulations also to these fine musicians for their efforts at this event.

Owen Nelson | Head of Music
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Year 7 Students Choose Music
Year 7 Students Choose MusicYear 7 Students Choose Music
Congratulations to the following Year 7 students who have successfully made the transition into high school, keeping up their
commitment to a weekly music ensemble rehearsal. We look forward to seeing these young musicians develop their skills in years
to come!

Stelios Agamalis (Senior Choir)

Abhinav Ananth (Intermediate String Ensemble, Senior Choir, Senior Orchestra, Intermediate Guitar Ensemble)

Jack Bailey (Senior Concert Band)

Lachlan Boyd (Intermediate Guitar Ensemble)

Aran Choudhary (Percussion Ensemble)

Ruby Cook (Senior Choir)

Hana Dashti (Intermediate Band)

Murphy de Castro (Senior Orchestra, Intermediate String Ensemble)

Alex Fashka (Intermediate Band)

Daniel Fashka (Intermediate Band)

James Hammond (Intermediate Guitar Ensemble)

Josh Hill (Intermediate Guitar Ensemble)

Robert Hudson (Senior Choir)

Martta Keloneva (Senior Choir)

Harrison Long (Senior Concert Band, Stage Band)

Pasan Nanayakkara (Percussion Ensemble)

Harry O’Neill (Senior Concert Band)

Hyunjun Oh (Senior Concert Band)

Shriram Raveendran (Percussion Ensemble)

Rupert Rougoos (Senior Choir)

Claudia Taylor (Senior Choir, Intermediate Band)

Tristan Ting (Senior Concert Band)

Rory Wilson (Senior Musical, Intermediate Guitar Ensemble)
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Linda Ye (Intermediate String Ensemble)

Owen Nelson | Head of Music
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Year 7 Geography Honours
This term, Year 7 Geography Honours have completed some exciting tasks. We started by, defining what we believed Geography
was. We then shared this definition with our partner, once we had finished sharing we than came together to create one big
definition with all of our ideas. We then started completing a Geography booklet where there were many different tasks. One of
the tasks was for us to look at our stationery and mark down on a map of the world where it was made. Another activity that was
completed was a See, Think, Wonder routine of a picture of a drought. We then had to research strategies in which we help an area
that had a drought. In one of our lessons we played 'Geo-Guesser'. This activity was our favourite. 

Our class has mainly been studying place and liveability. In groups, we had to create a 60-second video about where we live,
explaining what makes it special. We had to write a script and then film ourselves speaking. Once we finished recording ourselves,
we then had to edit our video in a creative way so that it would be engaging to the viewers. We included information about
geographical landmarks, historical facts, plants, and animals that surround the area. My group created a video with all of those things
and some beautiful photos and videos of the nature that is in the Hills District.

Lachlan Boyd and Rory Wilson | Year 7 Students
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Senior Drama Ensemble
The Senior Drama Ensemble rehearsals are underway. This year, three productions will be performed under the title of the SDE. We
have three alumni students returning to direct two of our productions. Luke Murphy and Stephen O’Meara, class of 2012, will be
directing Two weeks with the Queen. Tristan Dearden (Class of 2017), will be directing All things must end. The final production
Ruby Moon will be directed by Mr Stephen Clark, Head of Drama.

Rosa Maria Sciacchitano | Drama Teacher
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Homestay Information Evening
We are very grateful for the wonderful support that homestay carers provide to our international students. They play a vital role
role in providing a "home away from home" for our students who have come to study at Hills from across the globe.

Each year we hold a Homestay Information Evening for homestay carers and their students. The presentation will cover important
aspects of International Education at Hills Grammar including the responsibilities of the School, our homestay carers and our
international students. Many  of our international students are supported by ISA Guardianship Services. This Service is providing an
excellent level of communication between the students, their families, homestay carers and the school. Our ISA Guardians will
also join us at the Homestay Information Evening.

The Hills Grammar School Homestay Information Evening will be held on The Hills Grammar School Homestay Information Evening will be held on Wednesday 14 March 2018 from 6pm - 7pm in theWednesday 14 March 2018 from 6pm - 7pm in the
Pavilion.Pavilion.

Please RSVP by Monday 12 March 2018 to Sarah-Jane Woods, either by phone on 9654 2111 or email to
Sarah-Jane.Woods@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au 

We look forward to seeing all our homestay carers and our international students on the evening. Students may wear casual
clothes.

Jen Jarrett | Director of Student Wellbeing
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Year 7 Languages
Year 7 have been bursting with enthusiasm to start their language classes this term. In Japanese students have been learning
greetings and appropriate body language, which they will soon be able to use with our sister school students from Japan. They have
also been focusing on reading and writing one of the Japanese scripts, ‘Hiragana’ and are now able to read simple Japanese words
assisting in their English literacy.

In French, students have started by learning expressions used in everyday situations on how to greet others and introduce
themselves and various people. These new expressions have been consolidated through singing songs in French. By practising a
variety of key phrases, students have already produced mini conversations to talk about themselves. They have been introduced to
a variety of French customs and traditions specifically relating to greetings. Très bien les étudiants!

In Latin, the students have learned where the Latin language comes from and have begun to develop some insights into the impact
of the Latin language on English, by learning the parts of the body in Latin and  playing ‘Simonus dicit, tangite . . .’ (‘Simon says’). The
students have ‘met’ a Roman family, who lived in Pompeii in the period leading up to the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in AD 79 and
have been drawing many comparisons between the way the Pompeians lived and our modern, urban society.     

Belinda Gerometta | Head of Languages
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Education Perfect
All language students from Years 7-12 have paid for a subscription to an online site called ‘Language Perfect’. This site is excellent
for learning language course vocabulary and expressions through listening, reading and writing skills. The site is based on students
gaining points for time spent on site and how many questions answered. All students have access to vocabulary for their language
from Year 7 through to Year 12. Therefore, this provides an excellent opportunity to extend students who have mastered their
current unit of vocab to move onto the next unit and then units in higher levels. The site can be accessed from their PC, tablets and
Smart Phones, which makes it convenient and flexible for students to practise vocabulary whilst travelling to and from school or a
comfortable room at home. Although students may be using this site in lessons for short bursts at a time, it is essential that for
retaining vocabulary that students use this resource for 10-20 minutes on a daily basis. All new students have been shown how to
access the site in their language class and we encourage all language learners to make the most of this site to provide a solid base
for extending their language skills.

Belinda Gerometta | Head of Languages
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French
French Tour Preparation Sessions and Information NightFrench Tour Preparation Sessions and Information Night
Excitement for the French Tour 2018 is building every week as students take part in preparation sessions, which are a compulsory
component of the Language Department Tours. Every Thursday during Term 1, the students come together to get to know each
other, practise French traveller abroad expressions, learn travel tips to do with money, packing, safety, catching public transport,
budgeting and cultural tips such as meeting French people and French customs. Parents/guardians and participating students are
asked to diarise Tuesday 27 March (Week 9), for the final information meeting before take-off on Sunday 15 April!
                                      .

A letter with details for the information evening will be sent to families in the next couple of weeks.

Hosting French StudentsHosting French Students
Every year, Hills Grammar families individually host 4-5 French exchange students through our connections with CIE. This
opportunity will be available again this year. Priority will be given to Hills Grammar students who study French and is open to both
junior and senior students. The hosting period will be from 21 July to 15 August 2018.             

Host families are required to meet the students at the airport and host them for the period above. The exchange students are here
to experience everyday life in an Australian home and school. This has been a very successful program in the past with some Hills
Grammar French students being hosted in France in return. At this stage we are seeking expressions of interest.

Please email belinda.gerometta@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au to register your interest.

Belinda Gerometta | Head of Languages
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Japanese Extension Day
Year 12 Japanese Extension students spent Saturday morning at Shore School participating in a HSC seminar related to the core
text, ‘Departures’. This Japanese film was awarded an academy award for the best foreign film in 2008 and deals with issues such
as coping with change, connections and traditions in modern day society. The seminar broadened the students understanding of film
techniques, character analysis and script. The skills developed in all of the Modern Language extension courses, are skills that can be
easily be translated across the curriculum. It challenges students to express opinions, ideas and points of view as well as evaluate,
analyse and respond to texts all in their second language.

Belinda Gerometta | Head of Languages
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SchoolTV
We all know that diet and nutrition is vital to your child’s development and growth, but are you aware of the effects it has on your
child’s brain development and how it can impact their academic achievement?

In this era of convenience, it is easy to reach for pre-packaged and processed foods to cope with busy schedules. However, these
foods are usually packed full of sugar and salt which can have adverse health effects. Making a habit of reading food labels can help
reduce the risks. It can also help to stabilise your child’s energy, improve their mood, maintain a healthy weight and improve their
general wellbeing.

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will discover practical advice for teaching your kids about the benefits of incorporating a healthy
diet and good nutrition. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition and we always
welcome your feedback.

If you have any concerns about your child, please contact please contact a member of the Student Wellbeing staff further
information.

Click here to view SchoolTV.
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Sports Bulletin
The Sports Bulletin includes information on key dates, football, netball, basketball and more.
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Community

PAFA
New PAFA Members WelcomeNew PAFA Members Welcome
It was great to be able to welcome new families to the Hills Grammar family at the Conversation, Connection and Canapé's Evening
on February 23. Thank you to Mr Smith and the school faculty for organising what was a great night. PAFA had its first meeting for
the year on February 20 and we were very pleased to welcome interest from three new parents. PAFA needs more committee
members and sub-committee members so please feel free to come along to our next meeting on March 20 and learn how you can
get involved.

I’m a Celebrity! Let Me In!I’m a Celebrity! Let Me In!
Dust off your tiaras and blue suede shoes for the Junior School Disco on Friday 16 March. PAFA’s Minor Fundraising Sub
Committee is pleased to be supporting Year 6 and their parents to put on this annual event. Please show your support by booking
tickets early. Tickets are $20 each or $60 for families of three or more. A sausage sandwich, water, chips and glow product are
included in the price with additional drinks, glow products, and sausages available for sale. We have arranged catering for allergens,
lifestyle and religious preferences. If you would like to help with organising and/or on the night, please email Katie Melides,
katie.melides@anare.com.au or Finola Reay, fareay@bigpond.com.

Get Your Business Cards Out!Get Your Business Cards Out!
The Hills Grammar online business directory will soon be launched so get your details in early to Janette Beedell,
janette@tpmevents.com.au. Standard listings cost $50 with a Premium option available for $100 which allows for the added
exposure of having your logo displayed in the directory and your business featured on rotation through the School's fortnightly
Newsletter. 

Lunch Box IdeasLunch Box Ideas
PAFA’s Engagement sub-committee has arranged for nutrition advisor and Hills Grammar parent, Raquel Henson, to give a
presentation on the importance of a healthy diet, fussy eaters and lunch box ideas. The event will take place at 9am, 9 March at the
Pavilion and you can book your place at myhills.net.au. Please RSVP by Monday 5 March. And feel free to bring along any of your
ideas/samples to share!

Russell Burns | President

Finola Reay | Secretary
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Iranian Delegation
On 23 February, a delegation of Principals and founders of schools from Iran visited Hills Grammar. The group of 25 were interested
to learn how the education system works in Australia and how Hills Grammar operates within this national structure. Mr Smith
welcomed the visitors and described how our Academic, Wellbeing and Cocurricular programs enrich our student-centred approach
to teaching and learning.

The group went on a tour of the school with Mr Orlando where we were able to proudly share our beautiful environment and
explain our organisational structure, teaching models and enrolment and marketing processes. Following a Q & A in Nexus, the
delegation posed for a final photograph.

The group are visiting four independent schools in Australia and will be reporting to colleagues and education leaders in Iran upon
their return. 

Stevon Orlando | Enrolments Manager
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'Global Educators’ Series
Announcing The Hills Grammar Learning Lounge Inaugural Hills Region Event:

First of the The ‘Global Educators’ Series, designed to inspire and invigorate thinking about education across the Globe.

Personalising Learning: Lessons from Africa by Dr Margaret Varady AO.

All Hills Grammar Staff, Parents, School Council and Hills Region Educators are invited to attend. Click through to Flyer and RSVP
by Monday 12 March.

Dr Chris Furner | Director of Staff Development
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2018 New Staff Induction Program
Community Learning WalksCommunity Learning Walks
Extraordinary education calls for all staff to form deep connections based on a meaningful understanding of our School and our
collective journey to innovate our practices and inspire students.

The Community Learning Walks aim to assist new staff to:

learn more about the history, culture and context of our School
become more acquainted with our unique learning environment across the campus
connect with our school community by meeting staff who in various departments, stages and faculties across the School.

The first Community Learning Walk was to the School Museum in the ‘White House’.School Museum in the ‘White House’.

This was a wonderful opportunity for our new staff to learn about our School History.  Marilynne Vietnieks (School Archivist) was
delighted to share her knowledge about how the School began and the growth that has taken place over more than 30 years.

Dr Chris Furner | Director of Staff Development
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Learning Lounge
Learning Lounge TeachMeetsLearning Lounge TeachMeets
During 2018, Hills Grammar teachers are leading and hosting four TeachMeets for teachers and inviting others from the Hills
District and Sydney-wide. Out first TeachMeet was entitled What was fun in your class over the last 2 weeks?

Teachers from across ECEC to Year 12 came together to share photos, videos, innovative practices and suggestions to improve
teaching and learning at Hills Grammar.

2018 Hills Grammar Learning Lounge Program2018 Hills Grammar Learning Lounge Program
The Hills Grammar Learning Lounge is a welcoming, comfortable and functional setting where members of our community can meet
and learn together. The 2018 Learning Lounge Program is comprehensive in nature and designed to support our Mission:
Outstanding teaching within a unique learning environment: fostering each student’s potential for greatness

Hills Grammar has the highest NESA Endorsement as a provider of professional development possible in NSW, spanning all career
stages of Proficient, Highly Accomplished and Lead teacher, and across all Australian Professional Standards for Teachers. This
enables us to be leaders in teacher career-stage learning – differentiating learning for our teachers, as we do for our students - 
something that schools nationally and internationally are not particularly doing well, if at all. Emerging out of this significant
commitment to developing outstanding professional development opportunities that are deeply school contextualised, is a Hills
Grammar Learning Lounge Program that will enrich our own staff, while offering unique opportunities to educators across the Hills
Region, and beyond.

The Program is also an extra support to teachers engaging in the School’s Staff Development Framework, by providing both NESA
Registered and Teacher Identified professional development courses and learning opportunities conveniently on-site.

Click here to view the 2018 Learning Lounge Program.

Dr Chris Furner | Director of Staff Development
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